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Uij  tCymatt  IE.  Wilson 
Arisyr,  Jmua 


T.  R.  Willis,  father  of  T.  M. 
Willis,  and  Grandfather  of  Shelby 
Willis.  Taken  February  1814,  at 
Shelbyville,  Kentucky. 


This  book  made  possible  with  the  help  of  the 
Willis  cousins,  his  mother’s  family  records,  his  bro¬ 
thers  and  sisters,  Iowa  Department  of  History,  Iowa 
Adjutant  General,  Pensions,  Soldiers,  Census  Re¬ 
cords  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  names,  dates  and  places  were  taken  from 
information  received  and  are  correct  to  the  best  of 
our  knowledge  and  you  will  find  blank  pages  for 
corrections  or  additions. 

Many  thanks  for  all  who  have  helped. 


Lyman  E.  Wilson 


SHELBY  WILLIS  FAMILY  HISTORY 


1832  to  1963 


SHELBY  WILLIS 

Born  February  29,  1832  —  a  birthday  each  fourth 
year.  Born  near  Shelbyville,  Shelby  County,  Kentucky.  He 
was  named  for  Shelby  County,  Kentucky.  Shelby  County 
was  named  for  General  Isaac  Shelby.  He  had  brothers  and 
sisters  born  in  Kentucky:  Tom,  Will,  Lucy,  Mamie,  Marvia. 
He  went  from  Kentucky  to  Indiana  about  1851,  and  from 
Indiana  to  iowa  in  1853  when  he  was  21  years  old.  Married 
Sarah  Jane  Bradley  March  25,  1853,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  Bradley,  who  lived  in  Van  Wirt,  Decatur 
County,  Iowa. 


SARAH  JANE  BRADLEY 

Born  February  25,  1836,  her  obituary  says,  in  Bonn 
County,  Illinois.  I  do  not  find  Bonn  County,  Illinois  on  map 
of  Illinois  at  this  time.  Do  not  know  if  name  has  been 
changed.  She  had  sisters,  Harriet,  Thana,  Evelyn,  Louise 
and  brother,  Alfred. 

Harriet  married  Mr.  Pifer  about  1855  at  Orient,  Iowa. 
Children  born:  John,  Wheat  farmer,  Larimore,  North 
Dakota,  and  Railroad  contractor. 

Leila  married  Andrew  Joy,  Nevinville,  Iowa,  and  they 
had  one  girl,  Audrey,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Thp'ra  married  Mr.  Hone,  Maryville,  Missouri.  Chil¬ 
dren  :  Delbert,  Fanny,  Bertha,  Myra,  and  Roy. 
They  lived  at  Maryville,  Missouri. 

Evelyn  married  Mr.  Hines,  Savanna,  Missouri.  Chil¬ 
dren:  Clara,  married  Mr.  Roberts.  She  was  Business  Man¬ 
ager  for  Ammie  McPherson;  Tonie  married  Mr.  Cole.  She 
was  a  teacher;  Willis  was  a  Police  Officer  in  Tacoma, 
Washington, 

Shelby  Willis  bought  one  of  the  first  organs  in  1888. 
Neighbors  came  to  play  and  sing.  Sarah  Jane  Willis  was 
member  of  Baptist  Church  for  36  years  in  Iowa.  Shelby 
Willis  joined  Baptist  Church  1849  at  age  17  years.  He  was 
Sunday  School  Superintendent  in  Iowa.  On  his  Kansas 
farm,  there  was  a  country  church  where  he  attended. 

Shelby  Willis  lived  on  farms  in  Marion,  Jefferson  and 
and  Decatur  Counties  in  Iowa  from  January  1855  to  Dec. 
1861,  when  they  moved  to  Pleasant  Township,  Union  Coun¬ 
ty,  Iowa.  Children  born  to  Shelby  and  Sarah  Jane  were: 
Mary  Ella,  born  December  19,  1855,  Marion  County,  Iowa ; 
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William  Aaron,  born  October  27,  1857,  died  February  5, 
1858;  John  Andrew,  born  Jan.  1,  1859,  Decatur  County, 
Iowa;  Etha  Sopia,  born  Nov.  14,  1861,  Jefferson  County, 
Iowa;  Lucy  Alvira,  born  March  1,  1864,  Union  County,  lowa*> 
Sarah  Etta,  born  Aug.  28,  1866,  Union  County,  Iowa; 
James  Shelby,  born  June  9,  1869,  Union  County,  Iowa;  Ima 
Lucinda,  born  Nov.  14,  1871,  Union  County,  Iowa;  Ada 


LEFT  TO  RIGHT  —  Gilbert  Kelley,  Shelby  Willis,  Mattie  Wilson; 
Standing:  Lyman  and  Laura  Wilson;  Front:  Homer  Wilson,  Royce 
Wain,  Sarah  Jane  Willis,  Bruce  Wain.  1891. 


Belle,  born  May  11,  1874,  died  May  18,  1874;  Hattie  Mae, 
born  April  11,  1877,  Union  County,  Iowa;  Anna  Pearl,  born 
August  13,  1879,  died  Aug.  30,  1879. 

Sarah  Jane  Willis  died  Oct.  11,  1891  in  Pleasant  Town¬ 
ship,  Union  County,  Iowa.  She  was  buried  in  Cornwall 
Cemetery  in  Pleasant  Township,  Union  County,  Iowa.  Ada 
Belle  and  Anna  Pearl  were  buried  there  also.  William  Aaron 
was  buried  in  Marion  County,  Iowa. 

In  the  fall  of  1893  Shelby  Willis  and  son  James,  and 
daughters  Sarah,  Ima  and  Mae  moved  to  a  farm  near  lai- 
sons,  Kansas.  On  September  26,  1895  he  married  Mrs.  Ary 
Adaline  Christy  of  Labette,  Kansas.  They  were  married 
at  Oswego,  Kansas. 
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Shelby  Willis  and  Ary  Christy  Willis.  About  1896. 
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ARY  A.  CHRISTY 

Born  March  10,  1833  in  Mercer  County,  Kentucky. 
She  married  Andrew  J.  Christy  February  29,  1848  at  Clay¬ 
ton,  Indiana,  and  they  had  eight  children:  John,  Elisha, 
Albert,  James,  Fred,  Jennie,  Sarah  and  Mary.  None  of 
them  are  living  now.  Andrew  J.  Christy  died  February 
1890  at  Labette,  Kansas  and  was  buried  at  Labette,  Kan¬ 
sas. 


Sheiby  Willis  sold  his  farm  in  1905  and  moved  to  La¬ 
bette,  Kansas.  They  lived  in  Labette  five  years.  Shelby 
Willis  died  March  30,  1910  at  Labette,  Kansas.  He  was  bur¬ 
ied  in  Cornwall  Cemetery,  Union  County,  Iowa. 

Ary  Willis  lived  with  her  son,  James  Christy.  Ary  A. 
Willis  died  December  17,  1920  at  Labette,  Kansas,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Labette,  Kansas  Cemetery. 

SHELBY  WILLIS  WAR  RECORD 

Enlisted  February  25,  1864  from  Union  County,  Iowa 
at  the  age  of  32  as  Private  in  Company  “L”  Third  Cavalry, 
Iowa  Volunteers.  He  was  mustered  in  at  Des  Moines  Febru¬ 
ary  25,  1864,  and  was  mustered  out  August  9,  1865  at 
Atlanta,  Georgia.  He  was  not  wounded.  June  19,  1886  he  was 
a  member  of  “Wilson”  Post  323  of  G.  A.  R.,  Hopeville,  Iowa. 
He  was  a  member  of  Labette,  Kansas  G.  A.  R.  Post  from 
about  1900  to  1910. 

When  he  went  to  the  army  in  March  1864,  he  left  at 
home  his  wife,  Sarah  Jane,  daughter  Mary,  age  8  years,  and 
son  John,  age  5  years,  daughters,  Etha,  age  2  years  and 
Lucy,  age  3  days.  They  were  on  a  farm  6  to  12  miles  from 
town.  Neighbors  helped  get  wood  and  with  the  farm  work. 
He  was  away  from  home  18  months.  His  children  did  not 
know  him  when  he  came  home.  I  think  the  Civil  War  sol¬ 
dier  received  pay  of  about  $12  per  month  for  families.  Their 
first  pension  was  about  $8.00  per  month,  but  by  1920  was 
raised  to  $100  per  month. 

3RD  REGIMENT  OF  IOWA  VOLUNTEER  CAVALRY 

(Taken  from  “The  Story  of  Iowa”,  Vol.  I,  William  J. 
Peterson) 

In  January  of  1864,  the  enlistment  term  having  ex¬ 
pired,  more  than  600  men  of  the  Third  Cavalry  re-enlisted 
as  veterans. 
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The  Third  Cavalry  joined  in  the  successful  campaign, 
againsi  Tupelo  where  it  distinguished  itself  for  dash  and 
daring.  Following  this,  it  was  engaged  variously  until  Sep¬ 
tember  22,  1864,  when  it  was  rushed  to  join  in  the  Battle  of 
Independence  where  it  dismounted  and  fought  successfully 
as  infantry.  The  reunited  regiment  was  then  sent  into  nor¬ 
thern  Alabama  ad  became  part  of  the  forces  engaged  in  the 
Wilson  raid,  fighting  right  into  Montgomery  itself.  The 
Third  was  mustered  out  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  on  August  9, 
1865,  having  fought  brilliantly  for  about  four  years. 

“Another  Story” 

This  story  is  taken  from  the  personal  reports  and  of¬ 
ficial  records  and  is  to  be  found  in  Vol.  4,  Roster  of  Iowa 
Soldiers  at  the  Iowa  Dept,  of  History. 

In  1864,  after  the  veterans  had  reenlisted  at  the  close 
of  their  first  term  of  service,  they  were  moved  from  St. 
Louis  to  Memphis  where  they  took  part  in  patrol  and  picket 
duty  until  late  December,  unless  engaged  in  expeditions. 
In  June,  July  and  August  the  regiment  was  engaged  in 
expeditions  to  Mississippi.  In  September,  October,  Novem- 


Shelby  Willis  in  family  group  with  his  stepmother  and  his  brothers 
and  sisters.  I  do  not  know  when  it  was  taken.  Believe  about  1865  to 
1870. 
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ber,  the  section  that  could  be  spared  was  moved  to  Missouri 
to  hold  back  Gen.  Price.  This  latter  was  called  “one  of  the 
most  effective  and  brilliant  of  the  closing  campaigns  of  the 
western  armies,  and  during  its  entire  progress  the  Third 
Iowa  Cavalry  performed  arduous  and  conspciuous  service.’" 

The  portion  of  the  regiment  left  at  Memphis,  consisting 
of  eleven  commissioned  onicers  and  three  hundred  and  nine 
enlisted  men,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  John  W.  Noble, 
took  part  in  an  expedition  under  General  Grierson  ...  It  is 
described  in  this  fashon —  “the  main  object  of  the  exped¬ 
ition  being  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  and  rolling  stock 
and  military  stores  and  other  property  belonging  to  the 
rebel  army.  This  was  accomplished  in  a  very  effectual  man¬ 
ner  .  . 

After  the  close  of  the  war  the  regiment  was  kept  in 
the  area  for  several  months  because  of  the  unsettled  con¬ 
dition  of  the  country.  They  were  discharged  at  Atlanta  on 
August  9,  1865. 

The  author  writes,  “not  one  (regiment)  has  been 
found  to  surpass  the  glorious  record  .  .  .  rendered  by  the 
Third  Icwa  Cavalry.” 

Shelby  Willis’  enlistment  was  through  Des  Moines, 
Iowa.  His  description  is  taken  from  his  enlistment  papers: 
Height  5  foot,  5  inches,  eyes  blue,  hair  brown,  complexion 
florid,  age  32  years,  born  in  Shelby  County,  Kentucky,  en¬ 
listed  as  private,  mustered  out  as  private,  enlisted  from 
Union  County,  Iowa.  His  pension  was  dated  March  1,  1907. 
Ary  A.  Willis  widow’s  pension  was  $30.00  per  month,  and 
was  dated  September  27,  1916.  I  do  not  know  what  Shelby 
Willis’  pension  was.  The  first  pensions  were  to  men  wounded 
in  service. 

It  was  family  belief  that  Shelby  Willis  was  with  Gen. 
Sherman  on  his  “March  to  the  Sea”  in  1864,  but  I  find  no 
record  that  the  3rd  Iowa  Cavalry  was  with  Gen.  Sherman. 
Shelby  Willis  told  of  when  on  raids  with  orders  to  take  or 
destroy  all  supplies  found,  they  would  leave  some  for  the 
southern  families  left  at  home. 

Union  County  was  first  settled  about  1850.  First  set¬ 
tlers  were  on  the  streams  where  they  could  have  wood  for 
fuel  and  to  build  log  houses.  They  could  raise  crops  on  bot¬ 
tom  land  the  first  years.  If  they  broke  prairie  sod,  it  had 
to  rot  a  year  before  they  could  raise  a  crop.  Some  raised 
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flax  on  sod  land.  They  could  cut  hay  on  prairie  land,  and 
had  free  pasture.  They  had  to  cut  grass  with  a  scythe,  and 
grain  with  a  “cradle”.  When  the  grain  was  cut,  it  was  tied 
in  bundles  by  hand  and  threshed  with  a  flail  by  hand  or  by 
a  threshing  machine,  run  by  horse  power.  They  had  no 
discs  to  work  on  sod.  They  cut  a  thorn  tree  to  use  as  a  har¬ 
row.  Later  they  had  reapers  that  cut  the  grain,  but  did  not 
bind  it  into  bundles  —  that  was  done  by  hand. 

Living  conditions  were  different  in  1860  than  they 
are  in  1960.  There  were  no  autos,  trucks  or  tractors  —  few 
buggies  or  spring  wagons.  There  were  no  graveled  or  pav¬ 
ed  roads,  no  rural  routes,  neighbors  got  the  mail  when  they 
went  to  town  once  a  week.  There  were  no  daily  papers,  few 
weeklys,  no  school  buses  or  high  schools.  Boys  went  only  in 
winter  to  school,  when  there  was  no  farm  work.  Only 
country  churches  for  Church,  Sunday  School  was  held  in 
school  houses.  There  were  no  hospitals  and  few  doctors. 
Neighbors  set  up  with  the  sick.  They  made  medicine  from 
herbs.  Neighbors  helped  bury  the  dead.  One  man,  who  had 
dry  walnut  lumber,  made  caskets  when  needed.  There  were 
no  electric  lights.  They  made  tallow  candles,  baked  bread, 
milked  cows,  had  gardens,  worked  horses  on  farms  and  in 
town.  There  were  no  telephones,  so  they  went  to  visit  their 
neighbors. 

On  his  farm  near  Parsons,  Kansas,  Shelby  Willis  had  a 
rock  quarry.  This  rock  was  limestone  and  was  soft  rock 
when  taken  out.  It  could  be  used  as  cover  for  wells  or  cis¬ 
terns,  by  cutting  a  hole  for  the  pump  while  the  rock  was 
still  soft.  When  left  in  the  air  it  became  hard.  It  was  used 
for  buildings  and  for  fence  posts,  by  cutting  while  soft. 
This  layer  of  rock  didn’t  help  farm  crops,  as  it  was  too  close 
to  the  top  of  the  ground.  It  held  water  when  wet,  and  dried 
out  in  dry  weather.  It  was  good  soil  for  fruit  and  vegetab¬ 
les,  for  which  they  had  a  market  in  towns  not,  far  away. 
They  did  raise  some  wheat,  oats  and  corn  and  had  cattle 
and  hogs. 

The  large  house  is  still  on  the  farm  as  it  was  when 
Shelby  Willis  lived  there. 

Shelby  county  was  named  by  the  Kentucky  General  As¬ 
sembly,  in  honor  of  General  Isaac  Shelby,  American  soldier 
and  pioneer,  born  at  North  Mountain,  Maryland  in  1750.  In 
1771  he,  with  his  father,  removed  to  Tennessee.  He  render¬ 
ed  distinguished  service  to  the  cause  of  the  patriots  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  defeating  British  detachments  in  sev¬ 
eral  battles.  To  his  leadership  was  largely  due  the  Ameri- 
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can  victory  in  the  important  battle  of  King’s  Mountain.  He 
became  the  first  governor  of  Kentucky.  Kentucky  was  the 
15th  state  admitted,  being  admitted  in  1792.  When  the 
War  of  1812  arose,  he  again  answered  the  call  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  and  in  1813  led  a  body  of  Kentucky  volunteers  north¬ 
ward  to  assist  General  Harrison,  rendering  services  at  the 
battle  of  the  Thames,  for  which  he  subsequently  received  a 
gold  medal  and  the  thanks  of  Congress  and  of  the  Kentucky 
Legislature. 

MARY  ELLA  WILLIS 

Born  December  19,  1855,  in  Marion  County,  Iowa.  She 
came  to  Union  County  in  1861.  In  March,  1864,  her  father, 
Shelby  Willis  went  to  the  Union  Army  leaving  his  wife  and 
Mary  Ella,  8  years  old,  to  care  for  brother,  John,  6  years 
old  and  sisters,  Etha,  2  years  old  and  Lucy,  3  days  old  — 
and  to  help  with  the  garden  and  farm  work.  Her  father  was 
gone  eighteen  months  in  the  Army.  When  she  was  21  years 
old  she  worked  in  Afton,  Iowa,  in  a  dressmaking  shop  and 
in  homes  there. 

She  married  George  W.  Wilson  on  November  14,  1881, 
at  Afton,  Iowa.  They  lived  on  farms  in  Union  County,  Iowa 
until  1891,  when  they  moved  to  a  farm  near  Arispe,  Iowa. 
Here  they  lived  until  1919,  when  they  moved  to  Arispe, 
Iowa.  When  Mary  Ella  Willis  married  George  W.  Wilson, 
he  had  a  family  of  seven  children.  One  girl  was  married 
and  the  others  were  still  at  home  with  their  father.  She 
helped  them  until  they  finished  school  and  married.  She 
welcomed  them  when  they  visited  the  home  with  their  fam¬ 
ilies.  She  remembered  the  birthdays  of  all  their  children, 
and  visited  them  in  their  homes.  She  also  visited  and  wrote 
to  her  brothers  and  sisters.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Arispe 
Methodist  church. 

Seven  children  were  born  to  Mary  Ella  Willis  and  George 
W.  Wilson  near  Arispe,  Iowa : 

Lyman  Edward,  born  Oct.  31,  1883 
Laura  Gertrude,  born  Dec.  13,  1885 
Homer  Jay,  born  April  6,  1888 
Martha  Jane,  born  Jan.  17,  1890 
Stella  Blanch,  born  Jan.  12,  1893 
Harry  Shelby,  born  Feb.  1,  1895 
Clarence  Leonard,  born  Feb.  1,  1897 

All  but  Clarence,  who  lives  in  California,  live  in  Union 
County,  Iowa,  near  Afton  and  Arispe. 
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George  W.  Wilson  died  July  7,  1927.  Mary  Ella  Wilson 
died  August  27,  1937.  Burial  was  at  Oak  Hill  Cemetery, 
Pleasant  Township,  Union  County,  Iowa. 


LEFT  TO  RIGHT  —  George  W.  and  Mary  E.  Wilson  Family: 
Clarence,  Mattie,  Lyman,  Stella,  Homer,  Laura,  Harry.  In  Front: 
George  W.,  Mary  E.  Taken  on  farm  about  1914. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  WILSON 

Born  June  5,  1837,  at  Guilford  County,  North  Caroima. 
His  father  was  James  Blackburn  Wilson,  who  was  born 
Nov.  5,  1811  in  Guilford  County,  North  Carolina.  He  died 
January  7,  1893  in  Union  County,  Iowa.  His  mother  was 
Martha  Kussum  Wilson,  born  1814  in  Guilford  County, 
North  Carolina,  was  married  1832  and  died  February  17, 
1890  in  Union  County,  Iowa.  Grandfather  John  Wilson  was 
born  March  17,  1763,  and  died  November  11,  1831,  in  Guil¬ 
ford  County,  North  Carolina. 

Grandmother  Elizabeth  Hylton  Wilson  was  born  May 
29,  1774,  died  April  2,  1834,  was  married  July  4,  1792  in 
Guilford  County,  North  Carolina. 
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The  Wilsons  were  Quakers  and  came  from  England  in 
the  early  1700’s.  George  W.  Wilson’s  parents  moved  from 
North  Carolina  to  Randolph  County,  Indiana  in  1847.  The 
father  had  twenty-five  dollars  for  the  trip.  They  moved  in 
a  one-horse  wagon  over  the  400  miles.  George  walked  most 
of  the  way. 

They  moved  from  Indiana  to  Iowa  in  1856,  coming  to 
Union  County,  Iowa.  This  move  was  made  with  one  wagon, 
pulled  by  four  oxen,  and  one  wagon  pulled  by  two  horses,  it 
was  about  400  miles.  They  bought  land  in  Pleasant  Town¬ 
ship  for  $2.50  per  acre. 

George  W.  Wilson  married  Elizabeth  Wright,  April  4, 
1858,  in  Union  County,  Iowa.  Seven  children  were  born  to 
this  union:  Alice,  Walter,  Dora,  Nina,  Perry,  Jasper  and 
Rosa,  all  born  in  Union  County,  Iowa. 

George  Wilson,  in  1859,  broke  prairie  land  with  three 
yoke  of  oxen  and  a  24  inch  plow.  One  man  drove  the  oxen, 
and  one  man  held  the  plow.  He  farmed  in  Pleasant  Town¬ 
ship  until  1870,  when  he  bought  240  acres  in  Sand  Creek 
Township,  Union  County,  Iowa.  He  set  out  hedge  fences, 
planted  a  grove  and  orchard.  He  built  the  first  house  of 
native  lumber.  The  house  he  built  in  1875  is  still  standing. 

He  helped  his  children,  to  the  older  boys,  he  gave  80  acres* 
and  the  girls  he  gave  40  acres  of  land  to  start  their  homes. 
He  helped  the  younger  family  when  they  bought  homes. 

ELIZABETH  WRIGHT  WILSON 

Born  March  23,  1841,  in  Indiana.  Died  April  2,  1877, 
in  Sand  Creek  Township,  Union  County,  Iowa.  She  is 
buried  in  Oak  Hill  Cemetery,  Pleasant  Township,  Union 
County,  Iowa.  All  of  the  older  family  of  children  have 
gone  on.  They  are  buried  in  Tingley,  Afton,  and  Shannon 
City,  Iowa  cemeteries  and  Dora  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

LYMAN  EDWARD  WILSON 

Born  October  31,  1883,  Pleasant  Township,  Union 
County,  Iowa.  His  first  school  was  Pleasant  Center,  taught 
by  Ima  Willis.  He  then  went  to  country  school.  He  worKed 
on  farms  until  1907,  when  he  bought  a  farm  south  of  Aris- 
pe,  Iowa.  He  farmed  there  until  1915.  In  1916  he  bought 
land  in  Garfield  County,  Montana,  where  he  farmed  until 
1919.  He  married  Clara  Adela  Edwards  January  9,  1918  at 
Forsyth,  Montana. 
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CLARA  A.  EDWARDS 

Born  July  16,  1891,  at  Shannon  City,  Iowa.  Her  par¬ 
ents  were  Frank  and  Adela  Edwards.  She  taught  school  in 
Iowa,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  Montana.  She  had  taken  a  Home¬ 
stead  in  Garfield  County,  Montana.  Clara  A.  Wilson  died 
November  6,  1918  at  Sumatra,  Montana.  She  was  buried 
at  Shannon  City,  Iowa. 

Lyman  Wilson  farmed  near  Arispe,  Iowa  from  1920  to 
1946.  He  was  janitor  at  the  Arispe,  Iowa  school  from  1947 


The  farm  home,  taken  about  1914 


to  1951.  He  farmed  and  worked  near  Arispe,  Iowa,  re¬ 
tiring  m  1958,  on  an  acreage  in  Arispe,  Iowa. 

FLORENCE  ELIZA  GUNN 

Born  May  7,  1894  at  Rea,  Missouri.  Her  parents  were 
Albert  and  Mary  Hunter  Gunn.  She  went  to  school  at  Afton, 
Iowa  and  Westmar  College  at  LeMars,  Iowa.  She  taught 
school  in  Union  County,  Iowa,  high  school  in  Thompson, 
Iowa,  and  Mission  School  at  Red  Bird,  Kentucky.  She  mar¬ 
ried  J.  F.  Collett  December  5,  1922  at  Roark,  Kentucky. 
Two  children  were  born:  Ruth  R.,  born  June  17,  1923,  at 
Roark,  Kentucky  and  Nancy  Belle,  born  October  11,  1924, 
at  Roark,  Kentucky. 

Florence  divorced  J.  F.  Collett  August  19,  1926.  She 
went  to  Maternity  School  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri  in  1927, 
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and  was  a  nurse  at  Afton,  Iowa  from  1928  until  1937. 

She  married  Lyman  E.  Wilson  on  October  20,  1937  at 
Afton,  Iowa.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church  at 
Arispe,  Iowa.  She  taught  Sunday  School  at  Afton  and  Aris- 
pe,  Iowa  for  40  years.  She  has  worked  in  the  W.  S.  C.  S. 
of  the  Arispe  Methodist  church  for  25  years. 

Ruth  R.  Collett  married  Charles  Roark  July  1937  at 
Hyden,  Kentucky.  Four  children  were  born  to  Charles  and 
Ruth:  Marcella,  born  July  23,  1940,  at  Hyden,  Kentucky; 
Portia  Elaine,  born  Oct.  22,  1942,  at  Hyden,  Kentucky; 
James  Farmer,  born  Sept.  1,  1946,  at  Hyden,  Kentucky;  and 
William,  born  March  11,  1959  at  Hyden,  Kentucky. 

They  live  at  Mozelle  Kentucky.  Charles  teaches  in  a 
school  at  Hyden,  Kentucky.  Ruth  has  a  country  store  and 
is  Postmistress.  She  preacnes  in  the  Church  of  God  Church 
and  has  a  church  program  on  Harlan,  Kentucky  radio. 

Marcella  Roark  married  July  20,  1963  to  Ronald  Curtis 
Mullins  at  Berea,  Kentucky. 

Nancy  Belle  Collett  married  November  1942  to  Frank 
Allen  at  El  Paso,  Texas.  Mary  Florence  was  born  August  26, 
1944,  at  Creston,  Iowa.  Nancy  divorced  Frank  Allen  Aug. 
1946  at  Hyden,  Kentucky.  Nancy  Allen  married  Harry 
Hartley  March  9,  1947  at  Troy,  Kansas.  They  have  lived  at 
Afton,  Iowa;  Imperial,  Nebr. ;  Cheyenne  Wyo. ;  Fullerton, 
California.  Harry  is  an  electrician.  Nancy  is  a  seamstress. 

LAURA  GERTRUDE  WILSON 

Bern  December  13,  1885,  near  Tingley,  Iowa.  She  went 
to  Mt.  Vernon  country  school  near  Arispe,  Union  County, 
Iowa.  Married  Clarence  Charles  Webb  December  14,  1904, 
at  Shannon  City,  Iowa.  Clarence  Webb  was  born  Nov.  17, 
1876,  at  Glasco,  Iowa.  To  them  were  born:  Anna  Mary,  born 
September  16,  1906,  Shannon  City,  Iowa;  Hazel  Viola,  born 
Sept.  1,  1908,  Tingley,  Iowa;  Dorothy  Feme,  born  May  3, 
1918,  Tingley,  Iowa.  Laura  Webb  died  December  7,  1944,^ 
at  Arispe,  Iowa;  Clarence  Webb  died  Dec.  14,  1958,  at  Cres¬ 
ton,  Iowa,  and  they  were  buried  in  the  Tingley  cemetery  at 
Tingley,  Iowa. 

They  lived  on  a  farm  at  Shannon  City,  Iowa  and  near 
Tingley,  Iowa  from  1905  until  1942.  In  1942  they  sold  the 
farm  and  moved  to  Arispe,  Iowa.  After  Laura  died,  Clarence 
Webb  lived  in  Arispe  until  moving  in  with  his  daughter. 
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Anne  Keller,  near  Shannon  City,  Iowa.  He  was  in  a  nursing 
home  in  Afton,  Iowa  one  year  before  he  died. 

Anna  Mary  Webb  was  born  September  16,  1906,  went 
to  Melrose  school  near  Arispe,  Iowa,  married  Rex  Keller 
December  14,  1927.  Rex  Keller  was  born  March  1,  1908  in 
[owa.  Children  of  Anna  and  Rex:  Emmet  Charles,  born 
July  10,  1931,  Shannon  City,  Iowa;  Geneva  Irene,  born 
March  28,  1933,  Shannon  City,  Iowa ;  Ila  Mae,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  15,  1937,  Shannon  City,  Iowa ;  Keith  William,  born  Dec¬ 
ember  10,  1940,  Shannon  City,  Iowa.  Rex  and  Anna  have 
lived  on  a  farm  near  Shannon  City,  Iowa.  He  owns  his 
farm. 

Emmet  Charles  Keller  married  Frances  Swearanger 
August  19,  1955.  Frances  Swearanger  was  born  in  Chicago, 
Illinois:  Their  children:  David  Eugene,  born  March  22, 
1956,  died  March  22,  1956 ;  Debra  Sue,  born  March  29,  1957, 
Creston,  Iowa;  Tommie,  born  Dec.  2,  1958,  Leon,  Iowa; 
Nancy,  born  February  3,  1961,  Corning,  Iowa.  Emmet  Kel¬ 
ler  enlisted  in  the  Army  in  1952.  He  was  stationed  at  Fort 
Leonard  Wood,  Mo.  and  in  Germany.  He  was  in  a  construc¬ 
tion  battalion.  He  was  mustered  out  in  1954. 

Geneva  Irene  Keller,  born  March  28,  1933.  Went  to 
grade  and  high  school  at  Shannon  City,  Iowa  and  Junior 
College  at  Creston,  Iowa.  She  taught  school  at  Morning  Sun, 
Iowa;  married  Ray  Claybaker  June  8,  1956  in  a  Lutheran 
church  at  Clarinda,  Iowa.  Their  children:  Terri  Lynn,  born 
March  24,  1957,  Creston,  Iowa;  Sandra  Lea,  born  Aug.  6, 
1959,  Hampton,  Iowa;  Rodney  Dean,  born  Dec.  25,  1960, 
Hampton,  Iowa;  Judith  Ann,  born  Jan.  14,  1963,  Red  Oak, 
Iowa.  Ray  Claybaker  was  in  the  Army  from  1953  until 
1955,  in  California  and  Japan.  He  has  farmed  since  1956.  - 

Ila  Mae  Keller,  born  September  15,  1937,  married  Bob 
Heslop  in  1958.  Rex  Allen  born  September  21,  1958  at  Iowa 
City,  Iowa.  She  divorced  Bob  Heslop  in  1960. 

Keith  William  Keller  was  born  Dec.  10,  1940.  He  grad¬ 
uated  from  grade  and  high  school  in  Shannon  City,  Iowa. 
He  attended  business  school  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  before 
enlisting  in  the  Air  Force  Jan.  1961.  He  is  in  an  office  asy 
secretary  to  officers,  at  Pope  Air  Force  Base,  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 


Hazel  Viola  F.  Webb,  born  September  1,  1908,  went  to 
grade  school,  Melrose,  near  Arispe,  Iowa  and  high  school  at 
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Arispe,  Iowa.  She  was  married  to  Arthur  Skinner  Decern- 
ber  14,  1929  at  Mt.  Ayr,  Iowa.  Children:  Evelyn  Arlene, 
born  June  28,  1930,  Mt.  Ayr,  Iowa.  Hazel  Viola  Skinner  died 
May  17,  1939  at  Mt.  Ayr,  Iowa,  and  was  buried  in  Rose  Hill 
Cemetery,  Mt.  Ayr,  Iowa. 

Evelyn  Arlene  Skinner  married  Dean  Alton  Ward,  May 
19,  1950  in  Oregon.  Donald  Alton  was  born  March  20,  1952 
in  Oregon ;  Linda  Lou,  born  November  25,  1953,  Oregon. 
Dean  Ward  was  a  forest  ranger  in  Oregon,  and  was  drown¬ 
ed  in  a  lake  August  14,  1955. 

Evelyn  Ward  and  Charles  Edward  Brown  were  mar¬ 
ried  July  17,  1957.  Thomas  Arthur  was  born  June  12,  1959. 
They  live  in  Portland,  Oregon.  They  had  a  store  for  2% 
years,  but  sold  it.  They  are  in  insurance  business  in  1963. 

Dorothy  Feme  Webb,  born  May  3,  1918,  went  to 
grade  school  “Melrose”  near  Arispe,  Iowa,  and  to  high 
school  at  Tingley  Iowa.  She  married  Donald  Giles  April  14, 
1946,  at  Troy,  Kansas.  Shirley  Ann  was  born  March  2,  1947, 
Creston,  Iowa;  James  Jay,  born  February  4,  1951,  C’reston, 
Iowa.  Donald  Giles  was  in  the  army  from  1941  until  1945,  in 
the  Pacific  area. 

Dale  Eugene  Giles,  born  March  16,  1938,  near  Ting- 
ley,  Iowa ;  went  to  grade  school  near  Arispe,  Iowa,  and  high 
school  in  Arispe,  Iowa.  He  was  in  the  Navy  froom  1956 
until  1960.  He  served  as  Paymaster  part  of  the  time.  He 
married  Patricia  Oglasby,  April  10,  1961,  and  lives  at  Eagle 
ville,  Missouri. 

Kathryn  Elaine,  born  September  15,  1963. 

Donald  Giles  farms  on  a  farm  north  of  Tingley.  His 
address  is  R.  R.  2,  Shannon  City,  Iowa. 

HOMER  JAY  WILSON 

Born  April  6,  1888,  near  Arispe,  Union  County,  Iowa. 
He  married  Flossie  Mable  Underwood  February  11,  1914, 
near  Arispe,  Iowa.  Flossie  was  born  October  5,  1889,  in 
Nebraska.  Two  children  were  born  to  Homer  and  Flossie: 
Elton  Merle,  born  May  13,  1916,  Arispe,  Iowa;  Verda  Lu¬ 
cille,  born  February  3,  1921,  Arispe  ,Iowa. 

Elton  Merle  married  Bernadine  Walker  December  31, 
1939  at  Kahoka,  Missouri.  Bernadine  was  born  April  7,  1921 
at  Wayland,  Mo..  Their  children:  Judy  Nadene  was  born 
June  8,  1941  at  Keokuk,  Iowa;  and  Donna  Jean,  born  Dec. 
3,  1943,  Keokuk,  Iowa. 
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Judy  Nadene  married  Richard  Brees  Aug.  6,  1961  at 
Indianola,  Iowa.  Lori  Ann  was  born  Dec.  6,  1962. 

Donna  Jean  married  John  Penick  February  11,  1962,  at 
Indianola,  Iowa.  Ronald  James  was  born  February  19,  1963. 

John  Penick  and  family  live  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Richard  Brees  is  serving  in  the  Army  at  Duluth,  Min¬ 
nesota. 

Verda  Lucille  married  Keith  Werner  Aug.  15,  1940  at 
Kahoka,  Missouri.  Keith  Werner  was  born  February  17, 
1917  at  Arispe,  Iowa.  Two  girls  were  born  to  Keith  and  Ver¬ 
da:  Alice  Kay,  born  June  14,  1941  at  Creston,  Iowa;  and 
Karen  Jean,  born  September  25,  1947  at  Creston,  Iowa. 
They  live  on  a  farm  near  Arispe,  Iowa. 

Homer  Wilson  went  to  country  school  and  to  high 
school  at  Arispe,  Iowa.  He  taught  one  term  of  country 
school.  He  farmed  near  Arispe,  Iowa  from  1914  to  1927.  He 
was  appointed  Post  Master  at  Arispe,  Iowa  in  1927,  and  he 
retired  in  1958.  They  have  lived  in  Arispe,  Iowa,  since  1927. 

Elton  Wilson  went  to  high  school  at  Arispe,  Iowa 
and  college  at  Indianola,  Iowa.  He  graduated  as  a  pharma¬ 
cist.  He  served  in  the  Navy  as  Ensign  from  1943  to  1945  on 
an  Aircraft  Carrier.  He  worked  in  drug  stores  and  now  is 
a  salesman  of  veterinary  supplies.  They  live  in  Indianola, 
Iowa. 

MARTHA  JANE  WILSON 

Born  January  17,  1890,  in  Pleasant  Township,  Union 
County,  Iowa.  She  married  Robert  Briggs  Austin,  July  2, 
1908  at  Creston,  Iowa.  Robert  Austin  was  born  February 
18,  1886  at  Lehigh,  Iowa. 

Eight  children  were  born  to  Robert  and  Martha  Aus¬ 
tin:  Robert  Washington,  born  May  18,  1910,  Arispe,  Iowa; 
Leonard  James,  born  July  2,  1912,  Duncombe;  Forrest 
Marion,  born  Aug.  17,  1914,  Arispe,  Iowa;  Ivan  Wilson, 
born  Sept.  22,  1916,  Brainard  Minn. ;  Frieda  Mary,  born 
Jan.  1,  1920,  Arispe,  Iowa;  Eunice  Mattie,  born  July  13, 
1922,  Keilier,  Minn. ;  Jerry  Dean,  born  Jan.  3,  1928,  Win- 
terset,  Iowa;  Betty,  born  February  28  1925,  and  died 
March  28,  1925.  She  was  buried  in  Oakland  Cemetery, 
Shannon  City,  Iowa. 

Robert  B.  Austin  lived  at  Lehigh,  Iowa,  Allendale,  Mo., 
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and  Shannon  City,  Iowa.  After  marriage  they  lived  at 
Arispe,  Duncombe,  Lorimor,  Winterset,  Afton,  Iowa,  and 
Brainard  and  Kellier,  Minnesota,  and  other  places. 

He  has  worked  as  a  farmer,  barber,  paper  hanger,,  sod 
layer,  in  hospital,  and  many  other  trades.  Lives  in  Afton, 
Iowa  in  1963. 

Robert  Washington  Austin,  born  May  18,  1910,  mar¬ 
ried  Minera  Robinette  Oct.  23,  1938.  Minera  born  April  19, 
1913  in  Arkansas.  2  children  born:  Carol  Louise,  born 
March  30  1942,  Arisne,  Iowa  ;  Steven  Robert,  born  March 
17,  1945,  Winterset,  Iowa, 

Robert  W.  Austin  died  August  14,  1944  at  Lorimor, 
Iowa.  He  was  struck  by  lightning.  Buried  in  the  Lorimor 
cemetery. 

Minera  Austin  married  Albert  Heath  November  20, 
1948,  at  Gowrie,  Iowa.  Albert  Heath  had  2  children:  Betty 
Heath,  born  Sept.  14,  1941,  Gowrie,  Iowa,  and  Robert 
Heath,  born  July  13,  1944,  Gowrie,  Iowa. 

Robert  W.  Austin  was  a  barber  and  farmer.  He  bar- 
bered  at  Arispe  and  other  towns.  He  was  farming  near 
Lorimor  when  he  died. 

Albert  Heath  was  a  farmer  at  Gowrie,  Iowa  and 
Breakenridge,  Mo.  He  is  farming  near  Thayer,  Iowa  in 

1963. 


Leonard  James  Austin,  born  July  2,  1912  at  Dun- 
’ombe,  Iowa.  He  was  strong  man  with  circus,  barber  and 
worked  on  farms  until  1942,  when  he  enlisted  in  Army  and 
after  training  went  to  Germany. 

He  was  in  the  Army  three  years,  in  Germany,  and 
worked  in  the  Army  Hospital  there  for  two  years.  While 
in  Germany  he  married  Molly  Marie  Schrangl,  who  was 
born  July  10,  1922  in  Czechoslovakia.  Eva  Marie  Austin 
was  born  July  8,  1946  in  Germany.  Leonard  came  home 
from  the  Army  in  1947.  Molly's  mother  came  to  Iowa  in 
October  1954.  Leonard  has  lived  in  Winterset,  Des  Moines, 
and  Lorimor,  Iowa,  and  is  living  in  DeSoto,  Iowa  now. 
Leonard  has  worked  in  print  shop,  had  radio  program,  sod¬ 
ding  lawns  and  has  shop  where  he  writes,  prints  and  mak¬ 
es  records  of  songs. 

Forrest  Marion,  born  Aug.  17,  1914.  Married  Janice 
Coe  October  23,  1938  at  Winterset,  Iowa.  Janice  Coe,  born 
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February  8,  1920  at  Waukee,  Iowa.  Children:  Forrest  Mar¬ 
ion,  born  Nov.  25,  1939,  Winterset,  Iowa;  Kathryn  Jane, 
born  Jan.  19  1941,  Peru,  Iowa;  Beth  Ann,  born  March  6, 
1942,  Lorimor,  Iowa;  Virginia  Lea,  born  October  4,  1943, 
Peru,  Iowa;  Gary  Lewis,  born  Oct.  5,  1945,  Peru,  Iowa; 
Allen  Paul,  born  Nov.  7  1947  Peru,  Iowa;  Linda  Sue,  born. 
Aug.  24,  1949,  Peru,  Iowa;  Nancy  Lou,  born  August  15, 

1950,  Winterset,  Iowa;  Mary  Frances,  born  August  23, 
1952,  Creston,  Iowa. 

Kathryn  Jane  married  Gary  Siddens,  June  19,  1960,  at 
Afton,  Iowa. 

Beth  Ann  married  Charles  Grey  Oct.  27,  1962  at 

Trenton,  Mo.  Charles  Elmer  born  May  27,  1963,  at  Osceola, 
Iowa. 

Forrest  Austin  farmed  at  Peru,  Iowa,  1938  to  about 

1951,  when  he  moved  to  Afton,  Iowa,  w’here  he  has  Auto 
Parts,  For  Sale,  Rebuilds  and  sells  wrecked  autos. 

Ivan  Wilson  Austin,  born  Sept.  22,  1916.  Married 
Pauline  Nichols  Oct.  23,  1937  at  Winterset,  Iowa.  Pauline 
Nichole,  born  June  28,  1918  at  Peru,  Iowa.  Donna  Mae  was 
born  Ncv.  26,  1938  at  Lorimor,  Iowa;  Patricia  Ann  was 
born  Sept.  19,  1942  at  Lorimor,  Iowa. 

Donna  Mae  married  Tom  Tuttle  July  10,  1956  at  Lor¬ 
imor,  Iowa.  Richard  Tuttle  was  born  Nov.  12,  1957  at  Lor¬ 
imor;  Teresia  Tuttle,  born  April  13,  1959,  Lorimor,  Iowa. 

Patricia  Ann  married  Wayne  Bowers  Dec.  31,  1961  at 
Lormor,  Iowa.  Michele  Renee  Bowers,  born  May  13,  1963 
at  St.  Charles,  Missouri. 

Ivan  Austin  is  a  farmer,  owns  farm  near  Peru,  Iowa. 

Freida  Mary  Austin,  born  Jan.  1,  1920.  Married  Joe 
Dodd,  May  10,  1940,  Albany,  Mo.  Joe  Dodd,  born  June  28, 
1919,  Norwalk,  Iowa.  Dennis  Kent  was  born  Jan.  20,  1941, 
Winterset,  Iowa;  Donald  Vance,  born  Sept.  20,  1942,  Win¬ 
terset,  Iowa. 

Joe  Dodd  is  salesman  of  calendars,  novelties.  They 
live  at  2515  N.  53  Street,  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

Eunice  Mattie  Austin,  born  July  13,  1922.  Married 
Dana  Harper,  Sept.  4,  1940,  Winterset,  Iowa.  Dana  Harp¬ 
er,  born  in  1921,  Barney,  Iowa.  Mary  Ann  Harper  was 
born  May  4,  1943  at  Osceola,  Iowa. 

Dana  Harper  owns  a  285  acre  farm,  Lorimor,  Iowa. 
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Jerry  Dean  Austin,  born  Jan.  31,  1928,  was  in  Navy 
1945-1946,  served  in  Guam.  Married  Carolyn  Rockey, 
March  2,  1947  at  Winterset,  Iowa.  Carolyn  born  March  2, 
1929,  at  Earlham,  Iowa.  Bruce  Gregory  was  born  Jan.  8, 
1949  at  St.  Charles,  Iowa;  Sandra  Lynn,  born  February  3, 
1950,  Osceola,  Iowa;  Billy  Robert,  born  July  3,  1951,  Os¬ 
ceola,  Iowa;  Debra  Jeane  born  Jan.  7  1956,  Osceola,  Iowa. 

Jerry  Austin  farmed  at  Lorimor,  Iowa.  Electrician  at 
Afton,  St.  Charles,  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  Lives  at  St.  Charles, 

Iowa. 

* 

STELLA  BLANCH  WILSON 

Born  Jan.  12,  1893,  Arispe,  Iowa.  Married  Robert  I. 
Stradley  Feb.  20,  1913  at  Creston,  Iowa.  Robert  Stradley, 
born  February  28,  1892,  Union  County,  Iowa.  Five  children 
were  born  to  Stella  and  Robert:  Zayda  Lavonne,  born  Oct. 
24,  1913,  Shannon  City,  Iowa;  Lloyd  Everett,  born  Jan.  26, 
1915  Shannon  City,  Iowa;  Marvan  Willis,  born  Jan.  1, 
1917,  Shannon  City,  Iowa;  Vonda  Lovera,  born  Sept.  9, 
1922,  Arispe,  Iowa;  Irma  Mae  born  Jan.  22,  1929,  Arispe, 
Iowa. 

Zayda  Lavonne  married  Cornell  Cain  June  1,  1931  at 
Grant  City,  Mo.  Richard  Lewis  was  born  February  26,  1932, 
Arispe,  Iowa;  Joan  Lucille,  born  September  28,  1933,  Aris¬ 
pe,  Iowa;  Joan  Lucille  died  August  22,  1937,  Winterset, 
Iowa.  Buried  in  Winterset  cemetery.  Zayda  and  Cornell 
Cain  divorced  April  1934. 

Zayda  married  George  Harrison  February  15,  1937,  at 
Grant  City,  Mo. 

Richard  Cain  Harrison  married  Cheryl  Peyton  Oct. 
31,  1952,  Ames,  Iowa.  Richard  James  was  born  May  10, 
1955,  Ames,  Iowa;  Michell  William,  born  July  10,  1957, 
Altus,  Okla. ;  Charles  George,  born  Jan.  15,  1959,  Ames, 
Iowa. 

Richard  Harrison  works  at  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

Lloyd  Everett  Stradley,  born  Jan.  26,  1915.  Married 
Virginia  Ease,  July  24,  1936,  at  Livingston,  Wisconsin. 
Two  children  born:  Gloria  May,  born  May  24,  1937,  Wis-. 
consin :  Patricia  Gene,  born  May  8,  1941,  Wisconsin.  Di¬ 
vorced  Virginia  in  1944,  Wisconsin. 

Lloyd  Stradley  married  Frances  Asker  Jan.  1946  in 
Las  Vegas,  Nevada.  Lloyd  Junior,  born  Sept.  20,  1946,  at 
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Sparks,  Nevada.  Divorced  Frances  in  1954  at  Las  Vesras, 
Nevada. 

Lloyd  Stradley  married  Janice  Atkinson  July  24,  1956 
at  San  Jose,  California. 

Gloria  Stradley  married  Donald  Vidal  Nov.  1956,  in 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  Daniel  was  born  Aug.  12,  1957,  in 
Wisconsin;  Twins,  Cynthia,  born  Sept.  1958,  Wisconsin, 
and  Lindia,  born  Sept.  1958,  Wisconsin;  Anthony,  born 
Nov.  3,  1959,  Wisconsin;  Tina,  born  1961;  Brenda,  born 
1962,  Wisconsin. 

Patricia  Stradley  married  Charles  Rogers  in  Feb.  1959 
in  Wisconsin.  Cheryl  Lynn,  born  Dec.  7,  1959.  Live  in 
San  Jose,  California. 

Marvin  Willis  Stradley  married  Dorothy  Gaul  Dec.  22, 
L945,  Reading,  Pennsylvania.  Marcia  Diane,  born  April  5, 
1948,  Reading,  Penn. ;  Robert  Craig  born  Dec.  12,  1951, 
Reading,  Penn. ;  Ann  Louise,  born  April  18,  1957,  Reading, 
Pennsylvania.  Live  at  514  Jefferson  Blvd.,  Reading,  Pa. 

Vonda  Lavonne  married  Clarence  Long  February  25, 
1942,  at  St.  Joseph,  Missouri.  Loren  Paul  was  born  Nov.  12, 
1942  at  Shannon  City,  Iowa;  Iris  Elaine,  born  March  28, 
1946,  Creston,  Iowa;  Robert  John,  born  Aug.  21,  1950, 
Creston,  Iowa.  Bought  farm  near  Shannon  City,  Iowa 
where  tney  have  farmed  from  1942.  Address,  RFD  1,  Shan¬ 
non  City,  Iowa. 

Irma  Mae  married  Leonard  Miller  June  9,  1944  at  Af- 
ton,  Iowa.  Edward  Ray,  born  Dec.  5,  1947,  Creston,  Iowa; 
Carolyn  Marie,  born  July  13,  1950,  Creston,  Iowa;  Steven 
Mark,  born  April  24,  1957,  Creston,  Iowa.  Farmed  near  Af- 
;on  and  Lorimor,  Iowa.  Bought  farm  near  Lorimor,  Iowa. 
Address,  RFD,  Lorimor. 

Robert  and  Stella  Stradley  farmed  on  a  farm  near 
Shannon  City,  Iowa  from  1913  until  1917,  when  they 
bought  a  farm  near  Arispe,  Iowa,  where  they  are  still  liv¬ 
ing.  Raise  corn,  oats,  cattle  and  hogs.  Raised  their  family 
on  this  farm.  Their  address,  R.  R.  2,  Shannon  City,  Iowa. 

Lloyd  Stradley  is  a  builder  of  houses.  Buys  land  and 
builds  houses  to  sell.  Has  lived  in  Wisconsin,  Nevada  and 
San  Jose,  California. 

He  was  in  Navy  in  1945  and  1946.  Present  address  is: 
1249  South  Clover  Street,  San  Jose,  California,  where  he 
lives  in  a  house  he  built  for  himself.  His  wife  teaches  in 
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San  Jose  school.  t 

George  and  Zayda  Harrison  lived  in  Winter  set,  Iowa,, 
from  1937.  While  living  here  George  worked  in  rock  quarie. 
They  moved  to  Marshalltown,  Iowa  about  1954,  where* 
George  works  in  Hospital.  Address  in  1963:  312  East 

Boone  Street. 

Marvin  Willis  Stradley  enlisted  in  the  Air  Corps  Feb, 
1942,  trained  at  Santa  Ana,  California;  Tuscon,  Arizona; 
Pecos,  Texas;  Bakersfield,  Calif.;  Fort  Deuens,  Mass.; 
Durham,  N.  C. ;  Fort  Leonard  Wood,  Mo.,  and  other  places. 
He  helped  train  others  when  he  finished  his  training.  He 
flew  Scout  plane  in  Italy,  Africa,  France  and  Germany. 
Took  the  Generals  rides  over  battlefields.  He  was  mustered 
out  after  nearly  four  years  of  service.  While  serving  he 
had  rank  of  Master  Sergeant.  After  Army  service  he 
worked  in  office  of  airplane  company.  Is  salesman  and 
in  office  of  a  paint  company  now.  Has  territory  of  eastern 
states. 


HARRY  SHELBY  WILSON 

Born  February  1,  1895,  near  Arispe,  Iowa.  Worked 
on  father’s  farm  near  Arispe,  Iowa.  Married  Ruth  Lucille 
Roberts  on  Jan.  16,  1917  at  Afton,  Iowa  Presbyterian 
parsonage.  Ruth  Roberts  was  born  June  7,  1898,  Afton, 
Iowa.  One  son  was  born  to  Harry  and  Ruth:  Merle  Rob¬ 
erts  was  born  Dec.  2,  1917,  Arispe,  Iowa.  Merle  Wilson 
married  Vivian  Marie  Elliott  on  Feb.  6,  1938,  Mt.  Ayr, 
Iowa.  Vivian  Elliott  born  April  10,  1919,  Union  County, 
Iowa.  Three  sons  born  to  Merle  and  Vivian.  David  Merle, 
born  July  17,  1941,  Creston,  Iowa;  Donald  William,  born 
Sept.  21,  1944,  Creston,  Iowa;  Steven  Lee,  born  Feb.  21, 
1951,  Creston,  Iowa.  David  went  to  Arispe,  Iowa  high 
school,  Creston  Junior  College,  and  to  Iowa  State  Univer¬ 
sity  at  Ames,  Iowa.  Donald  graduated  from  East  Union 
high  school,  Afton,  Iowa.  David  married  Carolyn  Ann 
Davies  Nov.  24,  1961,  at  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado.  Caro¬ 
lyn  Davies  born  July  26,  1942,  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado. 

Harry  Wilson  has  farmed  on  farms  near  Arispe,  Iowa. 
Has  raised  corn,  oats  and  hay  to  feed  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs. 
He  now  owns  farm  near  Arispe.  He  rents  the  crop  land  to 
his  son,  Merle.  Still  lives  on  farm  where  he  has  retired. 
Merle  Wilson  farms  on  farm  he  owns  near  Arispe,  Iowa.  Al¬ 
so  farms  his  father’s  land.  He  raises  corn,  oats,  soybeans, 


21 


SHELBY  WILLIS  FAMILY  HISTORY  —  1832  to  1963 


hay  to  sell  and  feed  cattle  and  hogs.  Did  have  herd  of 
Brown  Swiss  Dairy  cows  until  he  sold  them.  He  is  township 
assessor  in  Sandcreek  Township,  Union  County,  Iowa.  They 
are  members  of  Afton,  Iowa  Assembly  of  God  Church. 

David  lived  in  Ames,  Iowa,  where  he  went  to  college. 
He  moved  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado  in  1963.  Donald 
Wilson  is  a  farmer  with  his  father. 

CLARENCE  LEONARD  WILSON 

Born  Feb.  1,  1897,  near  Arispe,  Iowa.  He  went  to  Mt. 
Vernon  grade  school  and  two  years  high  school  at  Arispe, 
Iowa.  He  worked  on  father’s  farm  and  in  garage  at  Aris¬ 
pe,  Iowa.  He  was  in  Army  from  Sept.  18,  1918  to  May  29, 
1919.  Served  at  Camp  Dodge,  Iowa,  and  at  Fort  Sam  Hous¬ 
ton,  and  Camp  Normoyle  at  San  Antonio,  Texas  in  motor 
repair  division.  Drove  Dodge  car  from  transportation  of¬ 
fice  in  and  around  San  Antonio.  Married  Phyllis  Leone 
Frane  Nov.  10,  1920,  at  her  home  in  Reedly,  Calif.  Leone 
born  April  17,  1901  at  Tingley,  Iowa.  Parents:  father,  Ed¬ 
gar  Marion  Frane,  born  Tingley,  Iowa ;  mother,  Alvira 
Marinei,  born  Canton,  Illinois.  Leone  went  to  grade  and 
high  school  at  Tingley,  Iowa.  They  moved  to  Orange  Cove, 
California  in  Jan.  1921,  where  they  bought  20  acres  of 
unimproved  land.  They  built  house,  drilled  well,  put  in  tile 
or  irrigation,  started  a  grape  vineyard  from  grape  cut¬ 
tings,  planted  orange,  lemon  and  grapefruit  trees,  raised 
raisin  grapes  to  sell  to  packing  house  after  drying. 

Their  two  girls  were  born  while  they  lived  at  Orange 
Cove,  Calif.  Opal  Louise,  born  Nov.  12,  1921,  Reedley,  Cali¬ 
fornia;  Mary  Jean,  born  July  9,  1923,  Reedley,  California. 
May  1931  they  moved  to  Fillmore,  California,  where  they 
worked  in  Orange  packing  house  for  6  years.  January  1937 
they  moved  to  Kingsburg,  California,  where  they  bought 
forty  acres  and  raised  grapes  for  raisins  or  wine  and  cot¬ 
ton  and  had  1000  laying  hens.  In  1953  they  sub-divided 
some  of  their  land.  In  1962,  sold  what  was  left  of  their  land 
to  daughters.  They  have  retired  with  hobby  of  California 
rock  collecting.  Address:  2468  17  Ave.,  Kingsburg. 

Opal  Louise  Wilson,  born  Nov.  12,  1921  at  Reedley, 
California,  attended  Grammar  Schools  in  Orange  Cove  and 
Fillmore,  California;  high  school  in  Fillmore  and  Kings¬ 
burg,  graduated  at  Kingsburg.  Graduated  from  Fresno 
State  College  and  taught  in  Selma  and  Kingsburg  Gram¬ 
mar  Schools,  also  Reedley  Junior  College.  Married  Lowell 
Satterberg  Sept.  11,  1943,  and  taught  school  about  11 
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years.  Linda  Louise  born  Nov.  12,  1944.  Mark  Steven  born 
April  20,  1961.  Lowell  is  a  rancher  and  has,  raised  raisins, 
chickens  and  cotton  at  Kingsburg,  Calif. 

Mary  Jean  Wilson,  born  Julv  9,  1923  at  Reedley,  Cali¬ 
fornia  attended  Grammar  Schools  at  Orange  Cove,  Fill¬ 
more  and  Kingsburg,  California.  Graduated  from  Kings¬ 
burg  high  school  and  took  two  years  at  Reedley  Junior  Col¬ 
lege.  Got  her  B.  S.  Degree  from  University  of  California  at 
Berkley,  Calif.  Worked  a  year  for  U.  S.  0.  at  Tacoma, 


Child’s  chair  made  about  1850  by  Mary  Willis’s  grandfather, 
William  Bradley.  Was  used  by  Mary  Willis  when  a  child.  Used  by 
her  children  and  grandchildren  and  still  used  by  the  great-grand¬ 
children.  Was  a  rocking  chair  when  built,  but  rockers  wore  out  and 
were  removed.  The  frontlegs  are  worn  flat  by  children  pushing  them 
on  the  floor  when  learning  to  walk.  Picture  taken  about  1937  in 
Arispe,  Iowa. 

Mary  Willis  Wilson  set  her  children  when  learning  to  first  set 
up  in  a  horse  collar  to  hold  them  from  falling.  In  I960  they  are  set 
in  an  auto  tire  or  in  a  child’s  chair  that  fits  onto  the  back  of  auto 
seat.  They  still  learn  to  set  up  and  to  walk. 

Washington  and  returned  to  get  her  credentials  for  high 
school  teaching  at  Berkley  Then  taught  at  Rio  Vista  and 
Whittier.  Got  her  Master’s  Degree  at  Long  Beach  College 
and  taught  college  at  Lancaster  and  Visalia,  California. 
Will  teach  at  Antelope  Valley  College,  Lancaster,  Cali¬ 
fornia  next  year  as  Chairman  of  Language  Department. 

When  Clarence  Wilson  was  in  the  Army  at  San  An¬ 
tonio,  Texas  he  was  Supply  Clerk  of  his  squad.  He  traded 
dirty  shirts  for  new.  That  saved  washing.  When  it  rained 
in  Texas  they  left  no  tracks  in  mud,  but  picked  it  up  on 
shoes.  His  war  service  there  was  to  haul  girls  who  worked 
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in  Government  offices  to  work  in  the  Dodge  car.  Very  dang¬ 
erous  but  not  fatal.  When  the  boys  enlisted  in  Army  all 
were  trained  mechanics,  but  when  they  wanted  out  of  ser¬ 
vice,  ah  were  farm  boys  with  a  father  who  needed  them  on 
the  farm.  Clarence  was  mustered  out  on  May  23,  1919  in 
time  to  go  to  work!  on  his  Father’s  Farm!? 

JOHN  ANDREW  WILLIS 

Born  Jan.  1,  1859,  at  Van  Wert,  Decatur  County, 
Iowa,  Pis  father  Shelby  Willis  moved  to  Union  County, 
Iowa  in  December  1861.  John  A.  Willis  married  Mary  E. 
Mewhirter  on  Dec.  24,  1883.  Mary  E.  was  born  in  Ohio 
July  31,  1860,  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  J.  Mewhirter. 
She  was  one  of  their  twelve  children.  They  had  moved  to 
Iowa  in  early  day  and  were  living  in  Union  County.  John 
A.  and  Mary  E.  Willis  were  parents  of  eight  children: 

Chloe,  born  1885  or  1886  in  Union  County,  Iowa.  She 
married  Peter  Teynor  about  1903  or  1904  at  Ritzville, 
Wash.  Ke  died  about  1907  at  Ritzville,  Washington.  She 
later  married  a  Mr.  Heible.  They  adopted  a  boy  Donald, 
born  1925,  while  living  on  Sprague  Lake,  near  Ritzville, 
Washington.  I  do  not  have  date  of  Chloe’s  death. 

Wroe,  born  about  1888,  Ritzville,  Wash.  Married  and 
living  ir  Spokane,  Washington  in  1928,  where  he  worked 
in  a  furniture  factory.  I  believe  he  later  moved  to  Boston, 
Massachusetts.  Children :  Rosemary,  born  about  1917 ; 
Eileen  born  1919,  died  April  25,  1928;  Patricia,  born  1921, 
and  others. 

Dean,  born  about  1892,  Ritzville,  Wash.  Married  and 
had  three  children.  Divorced  in  1925,  and  married  in  1926 
or  1927.  Died  1929.  Lived  in  Portland,  Oregon. 

Claud,  born  1895,  Ritzville,  Wash.  Was  drowned  in 
August  1911. 

Aehsah  Fay,  born  June  1897,  died  Aug.  1902.  Name 
from  Book  of  Judges,  Chapt.  1,  verses  12-13. 

Hazel  Elsie,  born  1899,  died  March  1903. 

Claud,  Aehsah  and  Hazel  Willis  buried  in  Ritzville, 
Wash,  cemetery,  in  lot  of  John  A.  Willis. 

Clair,  born  about  1902,  Ritzville,  Wash.  Lived  in  Port¬ 
land,  Oregon  in  1928. 
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Vern  Jay,  born  about  1904,  Ritzville,  Wash.  Lived  in 
Spokane,  Wash,  in  1928.  Was  working  in  furniture  fac¬ 
tory.  Married  in  Spokane,  Wash.  Died  in  1954  or  1955. 

I  cio  not  have  record  of  dates  of  birth  of  grandchildren 
of  John  A.  Willis.  I  believe  only  two  of  John  A.  Willis’s, 
children  living,  but  I  do  not  have  any  record  and  I  do  not 
have  their  address.  When  my  mother  and  I  visited  them 
in  February  1928,  we  saw  Chloe,  Wroe,  Dean,  Clair  and 
Vern. 

Mary  E.  Willis  died  Sept.  2,  1927. 

John  A.  Willis  married  about  1932.  Lived  in  Tacoma, 
Washington  and  Portland,  Oregon.  John  A.  Willis  died 
July  1941.  John  A.  Willis  and  Mary  E.  Willis  buried  at 
Ritzville,  Wash,  cemetery. 


John  A.  Willis  and  Mary  E.  Willis.  Taken  about  1910. 
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John  A.  Willis  farmed  in  Union  County,  Iowa,  1883  to 
1886,  when  he  moved  to  Ritzville,  Washington  and  filed 
on  Homestead  in  Adams  county.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  north  of  Ritzville.  He  had  only  $200  when  he  came, 
so  worked  in  harvest  field  to  make  a  living.  In  1889,  he 
broke  10  acres  of  sod  and  drilled  in  wheat.  The  next  year 
he  broke  100  acres  of  sod.  He  bought  more  land  and  in 
1904  he  had  800  acres  he  farmed.  He  built  a  large  house 
and  barn,  planted  an  orchard,  had  a  good  garden.  In  1892 
he  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  the  country  post  office, 
he  called  Willis.  The  post  office  was  in  his  house. 

He  was  county  commissioner  of  Adams  county  for  4 
years.  He  helped  build  a  school  house  near  his  home.  He 
helped  build  the  first  telephone  lines  in  Ritzville  and 
Adams  county.  The  fence  wires  were  used  for  lines. 

John  A.  Willis  tried  many  new  things.  Some  good, 
some  not  so  good.  He  wondered  if  frozen  dynamite  would 
explode  if  put  on  a  hot  stove.  It  did  and  left  him  with  only 
part  of  a  thumb  and  one  finger  on  one  hand.  But  he  still 
used  what  was  left.  In  1904  he  bought  one  of  the  first 
combines  built  by  the  Holt  Manufacturing  Co.,  to  thresh 
his  wheat.  It  cut  30  feet  swath  and  threshed  it.  The  wheat 
was  sacked  on  combine  and  dumped  off.  The  combine  was 
pulled  by  (32)  thirty-two  head  of  horses.  The  drivers  drove 
only  the  lead  team.  The  rest  were  tied  so  they  followed  the 
leaders.  They  ran  away  and  one  horse  was  killed  when  they 
piled  up.  Before  then  all  wheat  was  cut  with  headers, 
stacked  and  threshed.  Was  sacked  and  hauled  to  town  with 
horses. 

In  1898  John  A.  Willis  had  his  brother,  James  Willis, 
and  sister  Mae  and  husband  Charles  moved  to  Adams 
County,  Washington.  He  helped  them  file  on  Homestead 
and  build  a  house,  break  out  land  and  make  a  farm.  In 
1900  his  sister,  Lucy  and  husband  Frank  Kelley,  came  to 
Washington  and  he  helped  them  file  on  Homestead  and 

improve  it  into  a  wheat  farm.  His  sister  Ima  came  in  1902, 
but  she  did  not  live  to  make  a  home  in  Washington,  but 
died  on  January  14,  1903.  She  was  buried  in  cemetery  lot 
of  John  Willis  in  Ritzvlle,  Wash. 

He  helped  many  others  in  making  a  start  in  new 
country.  He  was  a  member  of  Ritzville  Methodist  church. 
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About  1914  he  rented  his  farm  and  moved  into  Ritz- 
ville  and  was  in  the  horse  breeding  business,  but  he  sold 
out  before  tractors  came  into  use  on  the  farms. 

He  went  back  to  farm  until  1927,  when  his  wife  died. 
He  rented  his  farm  and  lived  on  Sprague  Lake  at  the  siding 
called  Pifer,  where  he  raised  a  truck  garden  and  run  a 
resort  for  his  cousin,  John  Pifer  in  the  summer.  John, 
Pifer  had  an  ice  loading  station  on  the  lake  here  where  he 
loaded  ice  for  railroad  ice  houses  in  winter. 

John  Willis  bought  one  of  the  early  radios  that  he  car¬ 
ried  with  him  on  trips,  so  as  not  to  miss  Amos  and  And.v- 
John  Willis  bought  a  Buick  auto  while  on  the  farm,  and  lat¬ 
er  bought  other  models,  but  all  were  Buicks. 

In  the  1930's,  when  crops  were  short  and  times  were 
hard,  he  had  a  good  renter  for  his  farm.  When  he  went  to 
see  him  about  renting  he  was  afraid  the  renter  would  noti 
stay  and  the  renter  was  afraid  he  could  not  rent  again.  He 
sold  his  farm  about  1937  and  had  a  small  store  and  filling 
station.  He  was  in  that  until  he  retired. 


ETHA  SOPHIA  WILLIS 

Born  Nov.  14,  1861  in  Jefferson  County,  Iowa.  Moved 
with  parents  in  Dec.  1861  to  Pleasant  township,  Union 
county,  Iowa.  Married  Alfred  Vincent  Wain  on  Feb.  11, < 


LEFT  TO  RIGHT  —  Mary  E.  and  George  W.  Wilson;  Etha  S.  and 
Alfred  V.  Wain;  Cynthia  and  Walter  Wilson.  Taken  before  1915. 
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1886  at  home. 

Alfred  Wain,  born  July  8,  1858,  in  Marion  county, 

Iowa.  His  father  came  to  Union  county,  Iowa  in  1870.  He 
died  in  1874.  Buried  in  Afton,  Iowa  cemetery.  His  mother 
Elizabeth  McVae  was  born  1817,  died  1902  in  Holyoke, 
Colorado.  Buried  in  Chase,  Nebraska.  Alfred  Wain's, 
grandfather  was  born  in  1791,  died  1860.  The  Wain's  came 
from  England  in  early  1700's. 

Children  of  Alfred  and  Etha  Wain:  Royoe  Everett, 
born  Feb.  12,  1888,  Chase,  Nebr. ;  Bruce  Earl,  born  Sept. 
6,  1889,  Chase,  Nebr.;  Floyd  Wain  born  Sept.  5,  1891, 
Chase,  Nebr.;  Joe  Glen,  born  Aug.  24,  1895,  Chase,  Nebr.; 
Berniece  Wain  born  April  8,  1900,  Holyoke,  Colorado. 

In  1878  Alfred  Wain  and  cousins  were  with  a  wagon 
train  hauling  Army  supplies  from  Cheyenne,  Wyoming  to 
Forts  farther  west.  They  drove  three  yoke  of  exen  on 
each  wagon.  The  driver  walked  and  drove.  Later  he  broke 
prairie  sod  in  Kansas  and  Iowa,  at  $2.00  per  acre.  In  1885, 
with  a  brother,  took  homesteads  in  Chase  county,  Nebr. 
They  built  sod  houses  to  live  in.  In  1886  he  married  Etha 
Willis  of  Pleasant  township,  Union  county,  Iowa.  He  drove 
team  of  horses  to  Homestead.  His  mother  and  wife  came 
on  train  to  Benkleman,  Nebraska,  the  nearest  railroad 
then,  Jliey  farmed  homestead,  but  crops  were  small  so 
he  worked  with  team  on  railroad  building  from  McCook 
and  Imperial,  Nebraska.  He  also  hauled  supplies  from 
Benkleman,  Nebraska. 

About  1896,  when  crops  were  short,  they  took  a  cover¬ 
ed  wagon  with  a  grain  binder  behind  it,  and  wjent  to  Okla¬ 
homa,  where  the  Frank  Kelly  family  lived  to  look  for 
work.  He  found  little  work,  but  did  have  malaria  while 
there.  They  lived  on  a  homestead  (13)  thirteen  years.  In 
1899,  moved  to  Imperial,  Nebraska  where  they  had  a  Liv¬ 
ery  Barn. 

In  February  1900  they  moved  to  Holyoke,  Colorado, 
where  they  had  a  Hotel  and  Livery  Barn.  Meals  at  the  Ho~ 
tel  were  25  and  50  cents.  A  bed  cost  50c. 

In  1904  they  bought  a  farm  nine  miles  northwest  of 
Holyoke,  Colorado,  where  they  lived  except  for  two  years, 
in  Holyoke,  until  1938. 

Alfred  V.  Wain  died  May  17,  1938  at  Holyoke,  Colorado., 
Etha  S.  Wain  died  Nov.  22,  1943,  at  Brush,  Colorado.  They 
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are  buried  in  Holyoke,  Colorado  cemetery.  They  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Baptist  church. 

ROYCE  EVERETT  WALN 

Born  Feb.  12  1888.  Married  Dessie  Stradley.  Dessie, 
born  April  16,  1889,  Shannon  City,  Iowa. 

Children  of  Royce  and  Dessie  Wain: 

Wayne  Alfred,  born  Sept.  4,  1914,  Holyoke,  Colorado 
Vivian  Myree,  born  July  25,  1916,  Holyoke,  Colorado 
Buford  Merle,  born  Oct.  29,  1918,  Holyoke,  Colorado 
Delmar  Royce,  born  December  6,  1920,  Holyoke,  Colorado 
Donna  Mae,  born  Dec.  23,  1930,  Holyoke  Colorado 

Royce  Everett  Wain  died  Sept.  8,  1938.  Buried  at 
Holyoke,  Colorado  cemetery.  He  was  a  farmer  and  town 
officer  at  Holyoke,  Colorado. 

Wayne  Alfred  Wain  —  children  of  Wayne  Wain: 
Joyce  Marie,  born  April  8,  1946,  Holyoke,  Colorado;  Ken¬ 
neth  Wayne,  born  Sept.  16,  1947,  Holyoke,  Colorado;  Ran¬ 
dall  Lee,  born  May  6,  1953,  Holyoke,  Colorado. 

Vivian  Myree  Wain,  married  Mr.  Smith.  One  child, 
Marilyn  Smith,  born  Dec.  19,  1941,  Missouri.  Vivian  Myree 
Smith  divorced  Smith. 

Vivian  Myree  Smith  married  Mr.  Lakey.  Two  child¬ 
ren:  Diana  Myrie  Lakey,  born  April  3,  1950;  Jeannie  La- 
vonne  Lakey,  born  Aug.  6,  1954. 

Marilyn  Smith  married  Mr,  Dorman.  Two  children: 
Jimmie  Foy  Dorman,  born  Feb.  7,  1959;  Ronald  Duane 
Dorman,  born  April  28,  1961. 

Buford  Merle  Wain,  born  Oct.  29,  1918.  Married. 
Children  of  Buford  Wain:  Sandra  Lea,  born  Aug.  19,  1945, 
Holyoke,  Colorado;  Danial  Royce,  born  Jan.  27,  1947,  Holy¬ 
oke,  Colorado;  Allen  Merle,  born  April  26,  1952,  Holyoke, 
Colorado ;  Lonna  Jo,  born  Jan.  18,  1956. 

Delmar  Royce,  born  Dec.  6,  1920.  Married.  Children 
of  Delmar  Wain:  Shirley  Jean,  born  Nov.  16,  1946;  Ronnie 
Dean,  born  July  25,  1948. 

Donna  Mae  Wain,  born  Dec.  23,  1930.  Married  Mr. 
Power.  Children  of  Donna  Wain  Power:  Sheryl  Kay,  born 
July  4,  1949;  Sharon  Larae,  born  Jan.  21,  1955;  Ryan 

Duane,  born  Jan.  18,  1956;  Dewaina  Lynn,  born  June  18, 
1958. 
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PARENTS  OF  BRUCE  EARL  WALN 

Mother:  Etha  Sophia  Willis.  Born:  Jefferson  County, 
Iowa,  Nov.  14,  1861.  Died  Nov.  22,  1942. 

Father:  Alfred  Vincent  Wain.  Born:  Marion  County, 
Iowa,  July  8,  1858.  Died:  May  17,  1938. 

PARENTS  OF  ETHEL  ROSE  CALKINS 

Mother:  Jennie  Gay  Dillabaugh.  Born:  Sept.  30,  1865, 
Monmouth,  Ill.  Died:  Sept.  28,  1954.  Daughter  of  Omar 
Rose  and  Sarah  Jane  Dillabaugh. 

Father:  Thomas  Robert  Calkins.  Born:  July  17,  1860. 
Died:  April  20,  1917. 

Bruce  Earl  Wain  was  rider  of  his  father,  Alfred 
Wain’s  race  horses  until  he  became  too  heavy  for  riding. 

After  his  marriage  he  was  on  a  farm  near  Holyoke, 
Colorado.  In  1918,  with  brother  Floyd  Wain,  he  sold  Mod¬ 
el  “T”  Ford  autos  at  Holyoke.  They  sold  100  Fords  before 
he  bought  his  brother  out  and  sold  Fords.  He  had  a  garage 
until  moving  to  California,  where  he  had  a  garage  and  sold 
cars. 

Bruce  Earl  Wain.  Born  Sept.  6,  1889;  Died  Jan:  13, 
1959. 

Ethel  Rose  Calkins,  born:  July  29,  1892;  Died:  Feb. 
24,  1959. 

Five  Children  —  Boys:  Mervin  Bruce  Wain,  Born 
Aug.  4,  1915;  Dilette  Earle  Wain,  born  October  16,  1917; 
Keith  LeDoyle  Wain,  born  May  6,  1920. 

Girls,  Gladys  Irene  Wain,  Born  July  29,  1909 

Fern  Leah  Wain,  Born  Nov.  30,  1911 

Grandchildren:  Valrie  Dee  Wilson,  born  March  20, 
1933,  daughter  of  Gladys  Irene  and  Fred  Bater  Wilson, 
born  Aug.  1,  1895. 

Son  and  two  daughters  of  Mervyn  Bruce  Wain  and 
Lorraine  Crum,  born  July  20,  1918. 

Bruce  Daniel  Wain.  Born:  Nov.  27,  1937. 

Joy  Wain.  Born  Nov.  8,  1942. 

Jill  Wain.  Born  Nov.  9,  1944. 

Son  of  DeLette  Earle  and  Margaret  Stella  Jones,  born: 
June  17,  1940 
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June  28,  1919  (Divorced) 

Paul  DeLette  Wain.  Born:  June  17,  1940. 

Two  sons  and  daughter  of  DeLette  Erie  Wain  and 
Delphine  Waninski,  born  May  14,  19 —  (Divorced) 

Dennis  Erie  Wain.  Born:  Sept.  12,  1945. 

Daniel  Bruce  Wain.  Born:  June  15,  1948. 

Deborah  Ann  Wain.  Born:  Nov.  19,  1952. 

Two  daughters  and  son  of  Keith  LeDoyle  Wain  and 
Margaret  Heil.  Born:  (Divorced) 

Jerry  Lee  Wain  (girl).  Born:  July  1,  1942. 

Sharon  Ann  Wain.  Born:  Sept.  25,  1944. 

Robert  Keith  Wain.  Born:  Aug.  4,  1948 
Grandchildren : 

Donna  Annette  Wain.  Born:  July  22,  1961  (Adopted 

Relative) 

Michele  Renee  Wain.  Born:  Feb.  18,  1962. 

Two  daughters  of  Keith  LeDoyle  Wain  and  Joan 
Grayson,  born:  May  17,  1937. 


Great  Grandchildren 

Dana  Ray  Sheets.  Born:  June  17,  1956. 

Darrin  Scott  Sheets.  Born:  October  12,  1958. 

Kevin  Wilson  Sheets.  Born:  May  18,  1963. 

Three  sons  of  Valrie  Dee  (Wilson)  and,  Richard  Gam- 
bill  Sheets,  born:  July  14.  1932. 

Daniel  Keith  Lorranger.  Born:  Feb.  15,  1958 
David  Duane  Lorranger.  Born:  April  8,  1960. 

Two  sons  of  Jerry  Lee  (Wain)  and  Duane  Lorranger. 

Born: 


Cheryl  Ann  Gallagos.  Born:  May  18,  1960. 

Robert  Larry  Gallagos.  Born:  Sept.  16,  1962. 
Daughter  and  son  of  Sharon  Ann  (Wain)  and  Larry 
Gallagos,  born,  Oct.  8,  1941. 

Donna  Jeanette  Leonard.  Born:  Jan.  27,  1963. 
Daughter  of  Joy  (Wain)  and  Phil  Leonard.  Born: 
Lauri  Wain.  Born: 

Daughter  of  Bruce  Daniel  Wain  and  Sally. 


Born: 


Step  Grandchildren 

Charles  Robert  Catlin.  Born:  Oct.  13,  1933 
Melanie  Catlin.  Born:  Oct.  4,  1947. 

Son  and  daughter  of  Charles  Abbot  Catlin,  born:  July 
19,  1904.  Step-children  of  Fern  Leah  (Wain) 
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FLOYD  WALN 

Born  Sept.  5,  1891.  Married  Elsie  Miller,  born  April 
18,  1894,  Holyoke,  Colorado.  Children  of  Floyd  and  Elsie 
Wain:  Ilah  Wain,  born  Dec.  10,  1915,  Holyoke,  Colo.;  Zada 
Wain,  born  Jan.  18,  1917,  Holyoke,  Colorado;  Alfred  J. 
Wain,  born  Nov.  24,  1918,  Holyoke,  Colorado;  Floyd  Gale 
Wain  born  Dec.  22,  1920,  Holyoke,  Colorado;  Imogene 
Wain,  born  Nov.  19,  1923,  Holyoke,  Colorado;  Richard 
Wain,  born  Feb.  4,  1927,  Holyoke  Colorado. 

Floyd  Wain  was  a  farmer,  sold  Ford  Model-T  cars  1918- 
1919.  Had  medicine  route,  Holyoke,  Colorado. 

Ilah  Wain  married  Edgar  Lohrey.  One  child:  Doug¬ 
las  Lohrey,  born  Oct.  13,  1952.  Live  in  Denver,  Colorado. 

Zada  Wain  married  Virgil  Lyman.  Children  of  Virgil 
and  Zada  Lyman:  Nancy  Lyman,  born  June  11,  1948; 


Sod  House  on  Homestead  of  Alfred  V.  and  Etha  S'.  Wain  in  Chase 
County,  Nebraska.  Built  in  1885  or  1886.  Picture  taken  about  1916. 


Nada  Lyman,  born  Feb.  24,  1950;  Nelda  Lyman,  born  Feb. 
24,  1950.  Live  in  Denver,  Colorado. 

Alfred  Wain  married  Elizabeth  Wood.  Children:  Pa¬ 
tricia  Wain,  born  Feb.  11,  1949;  Kenneth  Wain,  bom  Nov. 
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3,  1952.  Live  in  Ritzville,  Washington.  Is  Methodist  Min¬ 
ister  there. 

Floyd  Gale  Wain  married  Thelma  Clayton.  Children: 
Barbara  Wain,  born  May  7,  1943;  Dennis  Wain,  born  June 
30,  1944;  Phillip  Wain,  born  April  18,  1948;  David  Wain, 
born  Jan.  26,  1950. 

Imogene  Wain  married  Larry  Asman.  Children:  Iris 
Asman,  born  Sept.  12,  1951 ;  Lonnie  Asman,  born  March 
14,  1954;  Nela  Asman,  born  July  16,  1959. 

Richard  Wain  married  Myrtle  Oyer.  Children:  Ronnie 
Wain,  born  May  23,  1950;  Dana  Wain,  born  Jan.  1,  1961. 

JOSEPH  GLEN  WALN 

Born  August  24,  1895.  Married  Pearl  Louise,  born 
Dec.  16,  1907.  Children  of  Joe  and  Pearl  Wain:  Glennis 
Onieda,  born  Dec.  31,  1924,  Holyoke,  Colorado;  Victor  Le¬ 
roy,  born  Sept.  19,  1928,  Holyoke,  Colorado;  Glen  Allen, 
born  Oct.  3,  1937,  Holyoke,  Colorado. 

Glennis  married  John  Mollohan,  born  Dec.  20,  1919. 
Children:  Connie  Mollohan,  born  Feb.  9,  1943;  Kenton  Mol¬ 
lohan,  born  April  13,  1944.  Connie  Mollohan  married  Joe 
Zink,  born  March  1940. 

Victor  Wain  married  Bonnie  Gruben,  born  March  9, 
1931.  Children:  Marsh  Lee  Wain,  born  July  11,  1951;  Cur¬ 
tis  Leroy  Wain,  born  Dec.  13,  1953;  Robert  Wain,  born 
March  31,  1958. 

Glenn  Wain  married  Hilda  Culverhouse,  born  August 
16,  1937.  Children:  Faroil  Kieth  Wain,  born  Aug.  3,  1957; 
Sherri  Lynn  Wain,  born  July  5,  1959. 

Joe  Wain  farmed  at  Holyoke,  Colorado  with  his  fath¬ 
er  until  1938.  Worked  on  farms  and  in  grain  elevator  at 
Holyoke  and  Haxton,  Colorado.  In  1953  moved  to  Denver, 
Colorado  where  he  works  in  a  Greenhouse  with  carnations. 
Pearl  Wain  works  in  Hospital.  Joe  Wain  lives  at  1825  S. 
Williams,  Denver,  Colorado,  where  he  owns  a  home. 

Victor  Wain  is  accountant  in  Denver. 

Glenn  Wain  works  for  Rubber  Co. 

Glennis  Mollohan  lives  on  a  wheat  farm  near  Sterling, 
Colorado. 

Leo  Ruby  was  a  rural  mail  carrier  at  Holyoke,  Colo¬ 
rado,  but  has  retired  since  1961,  after  nearly  40  years — 
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part  of  it  with  horse  and  buggy.  Has  gone  to  many  mail 
carriers’  conventions. 

Eugene  Ruby  is  a  teacher  in  a  school  near  Denver. 

Virgil  Ruby  is  a  barber  near  Denver,  Colorado. 

BERNIECE  (WALN)  RUBY 

Born  April  8,  1900.  Married  Leo  C.  Ruby,  born  March 
29,  1898.  Leo  C.  Ruby  and  Berniece  Wain  married  June  16, 
1921,  Holyoke,  Colorado.  Children:  Harold  Vincent  Ruby, 
born  Dec.  21,  1923,  died  Aug.  21,  1938;  Eugene  Raymond 
Ruby,  born,  August  25,  1926,  Holyoke,  Colorado;  Virgil 
Robert  Ruby,  born  Jan.  10,  1929  Holyoke,  Colorado. 

Eugene  Raymond  Ruby  married  June  2,  1947  to 
Vivian  Annabelle  Einspaker,  born  Jan.  31,  1929.  Children: 
Marcus  Allen  Ruby,  born  Jan.  26,  1948;  Susan  Diane  Ruby, 
born  Jan.  30,  1950;  Jana  Lynn  Ruby,  born  Aug.  11,  1955. 

Virgil  Robert  Ruby  married  Margurett  Craig  Sept.  2, 
1956.  Children:  Scott  Virgil  Ruby,  born  Sept.  6,  1957! 
Terry  Leo  Ruby,  born  Jan.  16,  1959;  Deanne  Ruth  Ruby,, 
born  Dec.  27,  1962,  Died  Dec.  28,  1962. 

LUCY  ALV1RA  WILLIS 

Born  March  1,  1864  in  Pleasant  Township,  Union 
County;  Iowa.  When  she  was  three  days  old  her  father 
Shelby  Wiftis  left  for  the  Union  Army  to  be  gone  18  mon¬ 
ths.  February  19,  1888  she  married  Frank  H.  Kelley.  They 
farmed  in  Union  County,  Iowa,  near  Thayer  until  about 
1894  when  they  went  to  Oklahoma  to  farm.  They  came 
back  to  Union  County,  Iowa  about  February  1897.  Family 
came  on  train  and  Frank  Kelley  drove  team  through.  He 
worked  in  creamery  near  Thayer  where  the  famers  hauled 
in  milk  to  be  seperated  and  made  into  butter.  They  farm¬ 
ed  near  Thayer  until  1900  when  they  moved  to  Ritzville, 
Washington. 

In  1900  they  took  homestead  between  Ritzville  and 
Odessa,  Adams  County,  Washington.  Improved  farm  by 
building  house  and  barn  and  breaking  out  land,  and  rais¬ 
ing  wheat.  In  1904  they  sold  farm  and  moved  to  Odessa, 
Washington,  where  they  had  a  2nd  hand  store.  Frank  was 
a  farm  auctioneer. 

In  1908  they  moved  to  Cr-eston,  Wash.  In  1909  they 
went  to  Dietrick,  Idaho,  where  they  bought  40  acres,  1 
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mile  from  Dietrick,  9  miles  from  Shoshone.  In  1918,  moved 
to  King  City,  Calif.,  then  on  to  Monterey,  Calif,  where  they 
bought  one  acre  of  land  and  built  a  house.  Raised  chickens 
and  garden.  Sold  chickens  and  eggs  to  neighbors.  Sold 
some  lots  to  children. 

They  went  to  Pentacostrl  church.  In  Monterey,  Frank 
Kelley  worked  at  many  things.  He  helped  cut  up  whales 
at  Whale  Landing,  where  they  brought  in  whales.  He  help¬ 
ed  improve  the  Park  at  Seventeen  Mile  Drive  along  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  Worked  at  Del  Monte  Hotel  and  Resort  as 


Taken  February  1928.  Left  to  Right:  Mildred  Hastey,  Lucy  Kelley, 
Gilbert  Kelley,  Frank  Kelley,  Fae  Beach. 


care  taker.  They  both  worked  at  the  Sardine  Cannery  in 
Monterey.  With  son-in-law,  hunted  for  Abelones,  until 
Judge  said,  pay  $20  for  taking  small  ones.  When  82  years 
old  he  bought  a  new  bicycle  and  rode  it  everywhere.  Had 
picture  in  paper  and  a  long  write-up  about  it. 

Lucy  Kelley  died  Nov.  27,  1935.  Frank  H.  Kelley  died 
Jan  23,  1944.  Buried  in  Pacific  Grove,  Calif. 
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WAR  SERVICE  OF  FRANK  KELLEY  FAMILY 

Gilbert  S.  enlisted  in  Army  at  Boise,  Idaho  in  1911 
and  was  mustered  out  at  Monterey,  Calif.  1914.  He  was  in 
Medical  Corp. 

Willis  Kelley  enlisted  Feb.  22,  1945  in  Army  Inf., 
truck  driver,  Camp  Walters,  Texas.  Mustered  out  Dec.  8, 
1945. 

Francis  Kelley  enlisted  Nov.  1937  in  Army.  Cook  and 
Baker  mustered  out  Hawaii  in  1939.  Called  back  into  ser¬ 
vice  Feb.  1941.  In  Army,  Burma,  India.  Quartermaster. 
Mustered  out  August  1945. 

Jerry  Beach  enlisted  Sept.  1958  in  Coast  Guard,  Mon¬ 
terey,  Calif.  Stationed  Yuba,  Buena  Island,  San  Francisco, 
Calif.  Bouy  Tender.  Mustered  out  Sept.  14,  1960. 

Charles  Hastey  enlisted  March  10,  1918  at  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  11th  Cavalry  Machine  Gunner,  Oglethorpe,  Ga., 
Ft.  Myers,  Virginia.  He  had  the  honor  of  escorting  Presi¬ 
dent  Wilson,  the  one  picked  from  his  troop.  Mustered  out 
April  21,  1920,  Monterey,  Calif. 

Horace  Hastey,  enlisted  Navy  June  29,  1942,  at  Sal¬ 
inas,  Calif.,  Electrician  1st  Mate  on  Cruiser  “Chester”, 
at  Camp  Clark,  Calif.  Mustered  out  Sept.  20,  1943. 

Kenneth  Hastey,  enlisted  Navy  June  22,  1943  at  Sa¬ 
linas,  Calif.  7  months  at  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  16  months 
at  San  Bruno  -  Demagnatising.  1  year  Okinawa.  Motor 
Torpedo  Boat.  Mustered  out  May  5,  1946. 

David  Hastey,  enlisted  Marines  Dec.  29,  1955.  1 
year  machine  gunner,  2  years  stockman,  Camp  Pendleton, 
Calif.  Mustered  out  Dec.  19,  1958. 

FRANK  HEBER  KELLEY,  born  at  Leon,  Iowa,  May 
2,  1857.  Married  February  19,  1888  to  Lucy  Alvira  Willis, 
born  in  Union  County,  Iowa,  March  1,  1864.  Lucy  died  at 
Monterey,  Calif.,  Nov.  27,  1935.  Frank  died  at  Monterey, 
Calif.,  Jan  23,  1944  Both  buried  in  Pacific  Grove,  Calif. 

Frank  and  Lucy  had  five  children:  Gilbert  Scott  Kel¬ 
ley  born  at  Thayer,  Iowa,  May  16,  1889;  Effie  Fae  Kelley, 
born  ar.  Thayer,  Iowa,  Dec.  2,1890;  Florence  Mildred  Kel¬ 
ley,  born  at  Odessa,  Washington  February  11,  1903;  Wil- 
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lis  C.  Kelley,  born  at  Thayer,  Iowa,  April  10,  1898;  George 
Raymond  Kelley,  born  at  Thayer,  Iowa,  March  2,  1900. 

Willis  died  April  10,  1898.  George  died  March  2,  1900, 
Both  are  buried  at  Thayer,  Iowa. 

Gilbert  Scott  Kelley  married  in  Oakland,  Calif.,  Aug¬ 
ust  29,  1914  to  Frances  Jeanette  Kelley,  born  at  Pacific 
Grove,  Calif.,  May  8,  1892.  Gilbert  died  at  Sautelle,  Calif., 
November  29,  1935,  and  is  buried  at  Modesto  Calif.  Jean¬ 
ette  now  lives  in  Riverbank,  Calif.  Gilbert  and  Jeanette  had 
two  children:  Alfred  Willis  Kelley,  born  at  Oakland,  Cali¬ 
fornia  July  14,  1914;  Francis  Henning  Kelley,  born  at  King 
City,  Calif.,  April  29,  1917. 

Alfred  Willis  Kelley  married  at  Reno,  Nevada  March 

18,  1939  to  Velma  Marie  Bickley,  born  at  Meridian,  Calif., 
Feb.  19,  1916.  They  had  three  children:  Cheryl  May  Kelley, 
born  in  Turlock,  Calif.,  Nov.  23,  1940 ;  Karon  Elaine  Kelley, 
born  in  Turlock,  Calif.,  April  14,  1943;  Brian  Gilbert  Kel¬ 
ley,  born  in  Turlock,  Calif,  July  23,  1943.  Whole  family  now 
living  in  Riverbank,  Calif. 

Effie  Fae  Kelley  married  at  Shoshone,  Idaho,  March 

19,  1914,  to  Harvey  Mortimer  Beach,  born  at  Diamond,. 
Washington,  August  25,  1889.  Now  living  at  Monterey, 
Calif.  They  had  two  children:  Dorothy  Virginia  Beach, 
born  ai ;  Dietrich,  Idaho,  Nev.  28,  1914;  Robert  Earl  Beach, 
born  at  Dietrich,  Idaho,  June  28,  1916. 

Dorothy  married  at  Monterey,  Calif.,  May  12,  1934 
to  Ralph  Porter  Davison,  born  at  Hughson,  Calif.,  Jan.  14, 
1914.  They  are  now  living  at  Monterey,  Calif.  They  had 
five  children:  Donald  Leslie  Davison,  born  Dec.  5,  1934  at 
Monterey,  Calif;  Gail  Davison,  born  Aug.  25,  1936,  at 
Monterey,  Calif ;  Carole  Anne  Davison,  born  Sept.  29,  1937,, 
at  Monterey,  Calif. ;  Dennis  Barry  Davison,  born  March  29, 
1940,  at  Monterey,  Calif.;  Robert  Alan  Davison,  born  Oct. 
30,  1943  at  Carmel,  Calif. 

Donald  married  in  Monterey,  Calif.,  Aug.  4,  1956  to 
Sally  Mae  Aschle,  born  at  Merced,  Calif,  April  28,  1938. 
They  had  three  children:  Sheryl  Lynn  Davison,  born  in 
Monterey,  Calif.,  September  17,  1957 ;  Donnette  Susan, 
born  in  Monterey,  Calif.,  March  16,  1959 ;  Donald  Jay,  born 
in  Monterey  Calif.,  Sept.  27,  1961.  All  living  in  Monterey, 
Calif. 


Gail  married  at  Reno,  Nevada,  September  28,  1957  to 
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Cecil  Othel  Elkins,  born  at  Stigler,  Oklahoma,  Jan.  16, 
1937.  Divorced  November  8,  1961.  They  had  one  child: 
Richaru  Wayne  Elkins,  born  at  Monterey,  Calif.,  Jan.  24, 
1958.  All  living  in  Monterey,  Calif. 

Carole  Anne  married  at  Seaside,  Calif.,  April  16,  1961 
to  Francis  Venturelli,  born  in  San  Mateo,  Calif.,  June  24, 
1940.  Now  living  in  Gilroy,  Calif. 

Robert  Earl  married  at  Reno,  Nevada,  June  18,  1939 
to  Mary  Elizabeth  Hufford,  born  at  Macdoel,  Calif.,  May 
21,  1919.  They  had  two  children:  Gerald  Robert  Beach, 
born  in  Monterey,  Calif.,  Dec.  10,  1939;  Judith  Irene  Beach, 
born  in  King  City,  Calif.,  March  13,  1943.  Gerald  and  Helen 
have  one  child:  Sandra  Charlene  Beach,  born  September 
13,  1962  at  Monterey,  Calif.  All  are  now  living  in  Pacific 
Grove,  Calif.  Judith  is  single  and  at  home  in  Pacific 
Grove. 

Gerald  married  Helen  Charlene  Post  December  4,  1960, 
Helen  Charlene  Post  born  October  13,  1940,  Monterey,  Cal¬ 
ifornia. 

FLORENCE  MILDRED  KELLEY 

Florence  Mildred  married  at  Monterey,  Calif.,  April 
21,  1920  to  Charles  Wooten  Hastey,  born  at  Chipley, 
Georgia,  June  29,  1899.  Now  living  at  Monterey,  Calif. 

Mildred  and  Charles  had  three  children:  Horace  Charles 
Hastey,  born  at  Monterey,  Calif,  October  22,  1921;  Ken¬ 
neth  Gerald  Hastey,  born  at  Monterey,  Calif.,  June  5  1924; 
Harold  David  Hastey,  born  at  Monterey,  Calif.,  January 

18,  1936. 

Horace  married  at  Oakland,  Calif.,  March  17,  1945  to 
Gloria  Dorothy  Gustafson,  born  at  Oakland,  Calif.,  April 

19,  1925.  Gloria  died  August  11,  1948.  Buried  in  Hayward^ 
Calif.  They  had  two  children:  Julia  Dianne  Hastey,  born 
in  Monterey,  Calif,  Dec.  1,  1946;  Carolyn  Joanne,  born  in 
Monterey,  Calif,  March  12,  1948. 

Horace  married  again  June  3,  1950  to  Carol  Jewell 
Currier,  born  at  Yuba  City,  Calif.,  Aug.  22,  1928.  Married 
at  Marysville,  Calif.  They  had  two  children:  Valerie  Laine, 
born  in  Monterey,  Calif.,  February  6,  1951 ;  Bonnie  Laurel, 
born  in  Monterey,  Calif,  July  14,  1952.  Parents  and  all  four 
girls  now  living  at  home  in  San  Jose,  Calif. 

Kenneth  Gerald  married  at  Pacific  Grove,  Calif.,  May 
25,  1947  to  Ruth  Evelyn  Neilson,  born  at  Monrovia,  C'alif., 
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August  15,  1925.  They  have  three  children:  Timothy  Ger¬ 
ald  Hastey,  born  at  Monterey,  Calif.,  March  4,  1949 ;  Steph¬ 
en  Kenneth,  born  at  Monterey,  Calif.,  Sept.  23  1951;  Cyn¬ 
thia  Ann,  born  at  Monterey,  Calif.,  November  6,  1956. 

Family  all  at  home  in  Seaside,  Calif. 

Harold  David  married  at  Seaside,  Calif,  August  27, 
1950  to  Michelle  Lee  Neuburt,  born  at  Harvey,  Michigan, 
August  1,  1942.  Separated  December  16,  1962.  David  liv¬ 
ing  in  Monterey,  Calif.  Michelle  in  Pebble  Beach,  Calif. 

SARAH  ETTA  WILLIS 

Born  August  28,  1866,  Pleasant  Township,  Union 
County,  Iowa.  She  lived  there  until  fall  of  1893,  with  fath¬ 
er  Shelby  Willis,  brother  James,  sisters  Irma  and  Mae. 


John,  Sarah,  Hazel  Bryant.  Taken  at  Parsons,  Kansas. 
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She  moved  to  farm  near  Parsons,  Kansas.  On  Sept.  8,  1897, 
she  married  John  Bryant  near  Parsons,  Kansas. 

John  Bryant  was  born  Jan.  28,  1950,  at  Rockville,  Indi¬ 
ana.  When  he  was  14  years  old  his  father  was  drowned, 
and  with  help  of  his  mother  and  her  father  and  brothers, 
he  farmed  his  mother’s  farm  near  the  Wabash  River  in 
Indiana.  He  married  Victoria  Fisher  about  1871  at  Rock¬ 
ville,  Indiana.  One  son,  Charles,  died.  Three  daughters 
were  born  in  Indiana:  Grace  —  married  Williams.  They 
3  daughters,  5  sons.  1  son  died  1920;  Pearl  married  Or¬ 
ville  Reed.  They  had  1  daughter,  1  son.  Daughter  died  1923. 
Anna  married  Thomas.  They  had  1  daughter,  1  son.  Both 
living  John  Bryant  came  to  Parsons,  Kansas  in  1881  or 
1882  with  his  wife  and  three  daughters.  The  daughters 
married  at  Parsons,  Kansas.  Edith  was  born  1885  near 
Parsons,  Kansas.  She  married  George  Phillips.  They  have 
3  daughters,  1  son,  living.  Victoria  Bryant  died  1883  or 
1884. 

John  Bryant  and  Sarah  Etta  Willis  were  married  Sep¬ 
tember  8,  1897  near  Parsons,  Kansas.  Hazel  Lavon  was 
born  June  8,  1901,  Parsons,  Kansas.  Blanche  Lulu  was 
born  Aug.  12,  1905,  Parsons,  Kansas,  died  June  10,  1906. 

On  farm  John  Bryant  raised  fruit  and  vegetables  that 
he  took  to  Parsons  to  sell  at  stores  and  homes.  Some  he 
shipped  to  St.  Louis  and  Kansas  City.  Later  he  had  people 
come  from  town  to  pick  and  buy  fruit  and  vegetables. 

Sarah  Etta  Bryant  died  Nov.  20,  1929.  John  Bryant 
died  June  7,  1930.  Buried  Spring  Hill  Cemetery  near  Par¬ 
sons,  Kansas. 

Hazel  Lavon  Bryant  was  born  June  8,  1901.  When 
she  finished  school  she  went  to  Independence,  Kansas, 
where  she  worked  for  an  oil  well  supply  company  for  four 
years.  She  married  William  E.  Lowrance  Aug.  4,  1922,  at 
Bartleville,  Oklahoma.  He  was  a  professional  ball  player, 
playing  in  the  Western  League.  They  lived  in  Los  Ange¬ 
les,  Calif.,  Scranton,  Harrisburg  and  York,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Cleveland,  Ohio.  One  daughter,  Jeanne  Lowrance  was 
born  March  21,  1924,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Divorced  from 
William  E.  Lowrance  1926. 

Hazel  worked  in  Parsons,  Kansas  for  Chevrolet  deal¬ 
er  1927  to  1937.  Married  Robert  Starr  Wilkinson  March  30, 
1937  at  Parsons,  Kansas.  He  was  locomotive  engineer  on 
M.  K.  T.  Railroad.  They  lived  in  Parsons,  Kansas  for  15 
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years. 

In  1952  Hazel  Wilkinson  went  to  work  for  DeSoto  and 
Plymouth  dealer  in  Parsons,  Kansas  and  worked  until  1955, 
when  she  went  to  Joplin,  Mo.,  where  she  worked  for 
Chrysler  -  Plymouth  Agency  until  1962.  In  1962  she  went 
to  Kansas  City,  Mo.  where  she  works  as  head  of  office  for 
a  Dodge  Agency.  Her  address  there  is  5000  Oak  Street, 
Twin  Oak  Apt.,  527  N,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Jeanne  Lowrance,  born  March  21,  1924.  Married  Nov. 
14,  1943  to  Oland  C.  Gross  at  Corpus  Christi,  Texas.  Oland 
Gross  was  in  Air  Force  there.  After  the  war  they  lived  in 
Parsons,  Kansas.  He  was  diesel  electrician  for  M.  K.  T. 
Railroad.  Gary  Gross  was  born  Oct.  4,  1945,  Parsons,  Kan¬ 
sas;  Judith  Gross  was  born  Oct.  4,  1947,  Parsons,  Kan. 

In  1962  Gary  Gross  went  to  San  Bernardino,  Calif., 
where  he  is  now  working  as  diesel  electrician  apprentice. 

Judith  Gross  has  finished  high  school.  Will  go  to 
St.  Francis  Academy,  Nevada,  Mo. 

Jeanne  was  divorced  from  Oland  Gross  in  1950.  She 
married  William  Hofer  April  16,  1955  at  Parsons,  Kansas. 
In  1955  they  moved  to  Pittsburg,  Kansas.  Elizabeth  Ann 
Hofer  was  born  Jan.  20,  1956  at  Pittsburg,  Kansas.  They., 
own  and  operate  Hofer  Truck  Line  and  International 
Truck  Agency  at  Pittsburg,  Kansas. 

JAMES  SHELBY  WILLIS 

Born  June  9,  1869  in  Pleasant  Township,  Union  Coun¬ 
ty,  Iowa.  Helped  his  father  farm  there  until  1893,  when 
his  father,  Shelby  Willis  and  sisters,  Sarah  Ima  and  Mae 
moved  to  Labette  County,  Kansas  near  Parsons  to  a  farm 
there.  He  farmed  and  taught  school  there  until  1898,  when 
he  went  to  Adams  County,  Washington,  near  Ritzville. 
He  took  homestead  there.  He  had  homestead  that  adjoined 
his  sister  Mae  and  Charles  Bicknell  and  they  built  a  house 
on  line,  1/2  on  Bichnell  and  1/2  on  Willis.  He  bought  railroad 
land  with  his  brother,  John  A.  Willis,  but  later  bought  his 
brother’s  share.  By  1903  he  had  600  acres  to  farm.  He 
taught  school  for  3  or  4  years.  He  had  to  learn  German  as 
some  of  his  pupils  were  German  Russians,  many  larger 
than  he  was. 

In  1903  he  sold  fruit  trees  to  the  Homesteaders.  That 
year  he  sold  $2500  worth  of  trees.  He  received  25  percent 
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commision.  About  1907  he  rented  his  land  and  moved  to 
Odessa,  Washington,  where  he  sold  real  estate  and  was 
in  a  wheat  warehouse.  In  Oct.  12,  1911  he  married  Mar¬ 
tha  Lydia  Spink  in  Odessa,  Wash.,  who  was  born  Dec.  22, 


James  Shelby  Willis,  taken  at  Fort  Scott,  Kansas,  1896. 


1889  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  Four  children  were  born 
to  James  and  Martha:  Shelby  Roy,  born  Aug.  29,  1912, 
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Eugene,  Oregon;  Barbara  Clair,  born  May  9,  1915,  Addy, 
Wash.1  Floyd  James,  born  Aug.  8,  1918,  Addy,  Wash.; 
Inez  Mat;,  born  Aug.  13,  1922,  Addy,  Wash. 


James  S'.  and  Martha  Wil¬ 
lis.  Taken  at  Addy,  Wash¬ 
ington,  January  1940. 


In  1912  they  moved  to  Eugene,  Oregon,  whehe  he 
built  a  new  house.  He  sold  real  estate  and  insurance  here. 
In  1914  they  bought  an  80  acre  farm  at  Addy,  Washington, 
where  they  had  a  dairy,  farm  and  sold  milk  to  a  creamery. 
This  land  was  in  a  valley  where  they  received  moisture 
from  the  hills  around  it.  Here  they  raised  alfalfa  and  oats 
to  feed  the  dairy  cows.  He  sold  farm  in  1947.  Was  in  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  m  Spokane,  Wash,  until  about  1951,  when  he  went  to 
the  Lutheran  Home  at  Puyallup,  Wash.,  where  he  lived 
until  July  15,  1958. 

James  Shelby  Willis  died  July  15,  1958  at  Pierce  Coun¬ 
ty  Hospital,  Puyallup,  Wash. 

Martha  Lydia  Willis  died  Feb.  12,  1941  at  Addy,  Wash* 


43 


SHELBY  WILLIS  FAMILY  HISTORY 


1832  to  1963 


Barbara  Clair  Jeanneret  died  Oct.  18,  1943  at  Port¬ 
land,  Oregon.  Buried  at  Evergreen  Cemetery,  Colville, 
Washington. 

Shelby  Roy  Willis,  born  Aug.  29,  1912,  at  Eugene, 
Oregon,  married  Gwonda  Henderson  Jan.  25,  1940  at  Pay¬ 
ette,  Idaho.  Gwonda’s  parents  live  at  Ainsworth,  Nebr. 
One  son  born  to  Shelby  and  Gwonda:  James  Shelby,  born 
June  2,  1941,  Addy,  Wash.  Shelby  Roy  Wilils  worked  on 
his  father’s  dairy  farm,  on  government  dams  as  carpenter, 
and  has  worked  as  engineer  for  city  of  Seattle,  Wash,  for 


James  S.  Willis,  Granddaughter  Kay.  Taken  at  Portland,  Ore¬ 
gon  1944. 

several  years.  Helped  in  city  buildings  at  World  Fair 
Grounds  in  1961.  Worked  at  Fair  in  1962  and  still  working 
there  in  1963.  James  Shelby  Willis  enlisted  in  Marines  in 
1959.  Was  a  Corporal,  stationed  at  Camp  Pendleton,  Cal¬ 
ifornia.  Enlisted  for  4  years.  Term  of  enlistment  out  in 
October  1963.  Shelby  R.  Willis’  address:  3919  Burns  St., 
Seatle  18,  Washington. 

Floyd  James  WTillis,  born  Aug.  8,  1918  at  Addy,  Wash., 
worked  on  his  father’s  dairy  farm  at  Addy,  Wash.  En¬ 
listed  in  Air  Force  Oct.  26,  1942  at  Geiger  Field,  Wash. 
Arrived  in  England  Nov.  1,  1942.  Helped  activate  Clovis 
Air  Force  Base,  Dec.  25,  1942.  Served  there  three  years. 
Was  mustered  out  Feb.  5,  1946,  with  rank  of  S/Sgt.  On 
July  6,  1945,  he  married  Una  Winterbottom  at  Hunning- 
ton,  England.  Una  Winterbottom  was  born  Oct.  7,  1927 
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in  Manchester,  England.  Her  parents  live  at  Levenshulme, 
England.  She  was  in  A.  T.  S.,  British  Women’s  Service. 
Children  born:  Robin  Harvey,  born  June  1,  1946  in  Man¬ 
chester,  England;  Rhona  Lynn,  born  Aug.  23,  1949,  Spok¬ 
ane,  Wash. 

In  1946  Floyd  Willis  worked  for  the  Government  in 
Spokane,  Washington.  In  1947  he  had  a  restaurant  and  in 
1948  started  work  for  the  Carnation  Milk  Co.,  as  route  sal¬ 
esman,  Spokane,  Wash. 

Barbara  Clair  Willis,  born  May  9,  1915,  at  Addy, 
Wash.  She  married  Philip  Jeanneret  in  about  1934  at  Ad¬ 
dy,  Wash.  Phil  worked  on  Government  dams  in  Washing¬ 
ton  and  in  a  shipyard  at  Portland,  Oregon,  and  other  plac¬ 
es.  Three  children  were  born  to  Phil  and  Barbara:  Ellen, 
born  in  1936;  Arlene,  born  in  1938.  In  1943,  they  were 
living  in  Portland,  Oregon.  Believe  that  Ellen  and  Arlene 
are  married,  but  do  not  know  where  they  live. 

Kay  Marion,  born  Feb.  12,  1943,  Portland,  Oregon. 
Adopted  by  Muriel  Bicknell  Oct.  1943  at  Portland,  Oregon. 
In  1962  Kay  Marion  was  in  W.  A.  C.  in  Marines,  stationed 
at  Paris  Island,  S.  C. 

Barbara  Jeanneret  died  Oct.  18,  1943  at  Portland, 
Oregon.  Buried  Evergreen  Cemetery,  Colville,  Wash. 

Inez  Mae  Willis,  born  Aug.  13,  1922  at  Addy,  Wash. 
She  was  telephone  operator  in  Fresno,  Calif,  when  she 
married  Byrnes  T.  Long,  on  Nov.  1,  1942  in  Fresno,  Calif. 
Byrnes  T.  Long  was  born  May  26,  1918  at  Estille,  South 
Carolina.  While  he  was  in  Army  service  they  lived  in 
Fresno  and  Sacramento,  California  and  in  Kansas  and 
Texas.  They  moved  to  Detroit,  Mich,  in  1946  and  have  liv¬ 
ed  in  or  near  Detroit,  Mich.,  except  when  they  were  in 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana  3 months.  One  child,  Gary,  was 
born  Dec.  25,  1952  in  Detroit,  Mich.  Died  Feb.  5,  1961  in 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

Byrnes  Long  was  in  Army  Air  Force  41/2  years,  en¬ 
listed  June  12,  1941,  at  Fort  Jackson,  South  Carolina.  Was 
15  months  in  New  Guinea,  Philippine  Islands  and  Okinawa. 
Mustered  out  Oct.  19,  1945,  with  rank  of  Master  Sergeant. 
He  works  for  Pitney  -  Bowes,  who  manufactures  metered 
mailing  machines  for  the  Post  Offices  in  United  States, 
England,  France,  Germany,  and  South  America.  In  the 
United  States  they  have  about  150  branch  offices.  The  De¬ 
troit  office  where  he  is  service  manager,  is  5th  largest  in 
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the  United  States.  They  have  a  home  at  28557  Hazelwood 
Inkster,  Michigan  near  Detroit. 

The  coyotes  were  a  problem  to  the  homesteaders.  The 
coyotes  had  lived  through  the  days  of  the  buffalo,  the  cat¬ 
tle  and  sheep  men,  when  they  had  plenty  to  eat  without 
work  The  homesteaders  wanted  to  raise  wheat,  so  times 
were  hard  for  coyotes.  They  would  gather  near  the  Home¬ 
steaders  house  at  night  to  howl  a  song  that  said  “Home¬ 
steaders,  Go  Back”. 

While  James  Willis  was  teaching,  a  dead  horse  was 
buried  near  the  school.  The  coyotes  kept  digging  it  up  un¬ 
til  he  walked  around  it  and  they  would  not  cross  his  scent. 
The  coyotes  have  to  live  on  mice  and  jack  rabbits  today 
and  that  means  work.  In  Wyoming  they  went  on  a  strike, 
and  the  mice  went  to  town  to  live. 

FAMILY  RECORD  —  Willis  -  Hoffman 

Ima  Lucinda  Willis  and  Charles  Jacob  Hoffman,  mar¬ 
ried  January  19,  1896,  at  Parsons,  Kansas,  Labette  Coun¬ 
ty.  Births:  Ima  Lucinda  Willis,  Nov.  14,  1871,  Hopeville> 
Union  County,  Iowa;  Charles  J.  Hoffman,  Dec.  14,  1873. 
Hannibal,  Missouri;  Neva  Marie  Hoffman,  Dec.  17,  1896, 
Parsons,  Kansas;  Veta  Beatrice  Hoffman,  July  11,  1899, 
Parsons,  Kansas. 

Deaths:  Veta  Beatrice  Hoffman,  Sept.  21,  1902,  Jerico 
Springs,  Mo. ;  Ima  Lucinda  Hoffman,  Jan.  14,  1903,  Ritz- 

ville,  Wash.;  Charles  J.  Hoffman,  May  12,  1943,  Nevada, 
Mo. 


Marriages  of  children:  Neva  Marie  Hoffman  and  Or¬ 
ville  Wm.  Bottorff,  December  31,  1917  at  El  Dorado 
Springs,  Mo. 

Births:  Neva  M.  Hoffman,  Dec.  17,  1896,  Parsons, 
Labette  County,  Kansas;  Orville  Wm.  Bottorff,  Nov.  12, 
1896,  Mound  Valley,  Labette  County,  Kansas;  Gerald  Le- 
Roy  Bottorff,  Oct.  18,  1918,  Mound  Valley,  Kansas;  Betty 
Jo  Bottorff,  Nov.  30,  1920,  Mound  Valley,  Kansas. 

Deaths:  Orville  Wm.  Bottorff,  Sept.  7,  1945,  Okla- 
home  City,  Oklahoma. 

Marriages  of  Children:  Gerald  LeRoy  Bottorff  and 
Anna  Ruth  LaMascus,  August  26,  1943  at  Chandler,  Okla- 
home. 
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LEFT  TO  RIGHT  —  Mae,  Sarah,  James,  Ima  Willis.  TaKen  at 
Afton,  Iowa  bout  1893. 


Births:  Gerald  LeRoy  Bottorff,  Oct.  18,  1918,  Mound 
Valley,  Kansas;  Anna  Ruth  LaMascus,  Jan.  17,  1723, 
Maysville,  Oklahoma;  Jerilyn  Ann  Bottorff,  Dec.  17,  1948, 
San  Carlos,  San  Mateo  County,  Calif. ;  Gerald  LeRoy  Jr., 
July  7,  1951,  Los  Altos,  Santa  Clara  Co.,  Calif. 

Bettie  Jo  Bottorff  and  Alfred  Gruver  Clevenger,  Jan. 
12,  1944,  at  Rochester,  Monroe  County,  New  York. 

Betty  Jo  Bottorff,  Nov.  30,  1920,  Mound  Valley,  Kan¬ 
sas;  Alfred  Gruver  Clevenger,  Oct.  26,  1920,  Lima,  Ohio; 
Paul  Raymond  Clevenger,  June  5,  1957,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
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IMA  LUCINDA  WILLIS 

Bom  Nov.  14,  1871  near  Hopeville,  Union  County, 
Iowa,  In  1890  she  taught  school  at  the  country  school  near 

her  home,  Pleasant  Center,  Pleasant  Township,  Union 
County,  Iowa.  Schoolhouse  is  still  there  but  not  used  as 
school.  In  1893  she  went  with  her  father,  brother  James 
and  sisters  Sarah  and  Mae  to  near  Parsons,  Labette 
County,  Kansas.  Married  Jan.  19,  1896  to  Charles  Jacob 
Hoffman  at  Parsons,  Kansas.  Charles  born  Dec.  14,  1873 
at  Hannibal,  Mo.  2  children  born:  Neva  Marie,  born  Dec. 
17,  1896,  Parsons,  Kansas;  Veta  Beatrice,  born  July  11, 
1899,  Parsons,  Kansas  Charles  Hoffman  was  a  photograph¬ 
er  at  Parsons,  Kansas,  Jerico  Springs,  Mo.  and  Ritzville, 
Washington.  They  moved  to  Ritzville,  Washington  about 
1902.  Ima  Hoffman’s  brothers,  John  and  James  and  sis¬ 
ters,  Lucy  and  Mae  lived  there.  Ima  Lucinda  Hoffman 
died  Jan.  14,  1903  at  Ritzville,  Washington,  and  she  is 
buried  in  cemetery  there  in  lot  of  John  Willis.  Charles 
Hoffman  and  daughter,  Neva  moved  to  Missouri,  where 
they  liyed  in  Jerico  Springs,  Eldorado  Springs  and  Nevada. 

Neva  Hoffman  married  Orville  Wm.  Bottorff  on  Dec. 
31,  1917  at  Eldorado  Springs,  Mo.  Gerald  LeRoy  was  born 
Oct.  18,  1918,  Mound  Valley,  Kansas;  Bettie  Jo,  born 
Nov.  30-  1920,  Mound  Valley,  Kansas.  Orville  Bottorff  was 
auditor  for  Creamery  Co.  They  lived  in  Mound  Valley, 
Wichita  and  other  towns  in  Kansas.  Neva  Bottorff  moved 
about  1950  to  Rochester,  New  York,  where  she  worked  for 
Eastman  Kodak  Company.  About  1955  she  moved  to  Palo. 
Alto,  California,  where  she  worked  for  same  company.  Re¬ 
tired  iii  1961. 


HATTIE  MAE  WILLIS 

Born  April  11,  1877  in  Pleasant  Township,  Union 
County,  Iowa.  Lived  there  until  1893  when  with  her  fath¬ 
er,  Shelby  Willis,  moved  to  farm  near  Parsons,  Kansas, 
^ug.  29,  1895  married  Charles  Alfred  Bicknell,  born  Oct. 
19,  1878  near  Parsons,  Kas..  His  parents  come  from  Bick¬ 
nell,  Indiana,  named  for  the  Bicknell  family.  Children  born 
to  Charles  and  Mae  Bicknell:  Floyd  Earl,  born  Feb.  4,  1896 
near  Parsons,  Kansas;  Forrest  Murril,  born  Feb.  6,  1898 

near  Parsons,  Kansas;  Virgil  Dell,  born  Nov.  21,  1901  on 
homestead,  Ritzville,  Wash;  Lavonne  Gladys,  born  May 
30,  1904  in  new  house,  Ritzville,  Wash.  Farmed  near  Par¬ 
sons,  Kansas  1895  to  1898,  when  they  moved  to  Ritzville, 
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Washington,  where  they  took  a  homestead  in  Adams 
County. 

James  Willis  took  homestead  adjoining  them  and  they 
built  house  on  line  —  Vo  on  Bicknell  and  Vo  on  Willis.  In 

/  M  /  aad 

1903  they  bought  600  acres  near  their  homestead  for  $12 
per  acre.  Bought  horses  from  James  Willis  and  farmed 
his  land.  Farmed  800  acres  in  wheat.  Built  new  house  in 
1903  or  1904,  two  stories  high.  They  had  carbide  lights. 


LEFT  TO  RIGHT  —  Back  row:  Virgil,  Floyd,  Murril;  Front 
row:  Charles,  Mae,  Lavonne.  Taken  at  Spokane,  Washington 
1913  -  1914. 


This  house  is  still  standing  and  in  use.  Painted  white  and 
in  good  repair.  In  1905,  when  I  visited  them,  they  were 
hauling  wheat  to  Odessa,  Washington  with  an  eight  horse 
team  of  large  mares  with  two  trailer  wagons.  They  haul¬ 
ed  100  sacks  ofwheat  on  each  load. 

They  sold  farm  about  1907  and  moved  to  Spokane, 
Washington.  From  1910  to  1919,  Charles  worked  for  the 
Holt  Manufacturing  Company.  Their  company  built  the 
first  combines.  In  1919,  he  went  to  Walla  Walla,  Washing¬ 
ton  for  the  same  company.  In  1921,  went  on  wheat  farm 
in  Snake  River  Valley.  Then  to  Walla  Walla,  Wash.,  on 
1600  acre  wheat  farm  that  they  farmed  with  mule  teams 
on  plows  and  seeders.  Had  truck  to  haul  wheat.  Moved  to 
Portland,  Oregon  in  1930  or  1931,  where  they  run  an  apart- 
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ment  house. 

Hattie  Mae  Bicknell  died  Feb.  29,  1944,  Portland,  Ore¬ 
gon!  Charles  Alfred  Bicknell  died  May  6,  1944,  Portland, 
Oregon.  Buried  in  Walla  Walla,  Wash,  cemetery. 

Floyd  Earl  Bicknell,  born  Feb.  4,  1896.  Married  Ethel 
Dell  Mills  Nov.  5,  1921  at  Asotin,  Wash.  Ethel  born  March 
10,  1903  at  Gilbert  Nez,  Perce  County,  Idaho.  Children 
of  Flo^d  and  Ethel  Bicknell:  Lester  Lowell,  born  Aug.  20, 
1922,  Clyde,  Wash.;  Betty  Lee,  born  June  15,  1924,  Ray¬ 
mond,  Wash. ;  Dale,  born  October  10,  1926,  Asotin,  Wash. 
Dale  died  October  10,  1926. 


Charles  and  Mae  Bicknell 
Taken  at  Walla  Walla, 
Washington,  1942. 


Lester  Lowell  married  Shirley  Saunders,  May  5,  1945 
at  Portland,  Oregon.  Children  of  Lester  and  Shirley! 
Francene  Carol,  born  June  24,  1946,  Otis,  Oregon;  Diane 
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Susan,  born  August  18,  1949,  Portland  Oregon;  Nancy  Lee, 
born  Feb.  26,  1951,  Camas,  Wash.;  Constance  Yvette, 
born  Mar.  18,  1963,  Portland,  Oregon. 

Betty  Lee  married  Edward  Wilson  June  1947.  Edward 
Wilson  born  Jan.  2  1922.  Children  born  to  Edward  and  Bet¬ 
ty:  Claudia  Lee,  born  Aug.  29,  1948,  Corvalles,  Oregon; 
Ronald  Frederick,  born  Mar.  10,  1951,  Prinville,  Oregon; 
Julie  Ann,  born  Nov.  4,  1952,  Prinville,  Oregon;  Chas.  Per¬ 
ry,  born  Oct.  16,  1956,  Prinville,  Oregon 

Foxiest  Murril  Bicknell,  born  Feb.  6,  1878  near  Par¬ 
sons,  Kansas  married  1935  to  Cecile  Betty  Acord,  Red 
Lodge,  Montana.  Cecile  Betty  Acord  born  February  8, 
1908.  Two  adopted  children:  Forest  B.  Adams,  born 


LEFT  TO  RIGHT:  Virgil  Bicknell,  Lavonne  Kenney,  James  Willis, 
Murril  -  Floyd  Bicknell.  Taken  May  10,  1944,  Portland,  Oregon. 


Dec.  9,  1925,  son  of  Cecil  Acord  Adams,  who  married 
Ruth  Kathleen  Kelly  April  8,  1956.  Two  children:  Merle 
Ann,  born  April  19,  1957,  Bermuda;  Kathleen  Margaret, 
born  Nov.  9,  1961  in  Baltimore,  Maryland.  Present  address 
6120  Ransome  Drive  Baltimore,  Md.  In  Government  work. 

Marion  Kay,  born  Feb.  12,  1943,  daughter  of  Philip 
and  Barbara  Jeanerette,  born  in  Portland,  Oregon.  She  is  in 
Marines,  stationed  at  Paris  Island,  South  Carolina. 

Forrest  Murril  Bicknell  died  July  18,  1956,  age  58, 
heart  attack.  Buried  at  Walla  Walla,  Washington.  He  was 
a  farmer,  Walla  Walla,  Washington. 

Virgil  Dell  Bicknell,  born  Nov.  21,  1901,  at  Ritzville, 
Wash.  Married  May  13,  1933  to  Marie  Cundiff.  Marie  born 


51 


SHELBY  WILLIS  FAMILY  HISTORY  —  1832  to  1963 


March  28,  1915.  Three  children:  Charles  Lee,  born  Oct.  15, 
1937,  died  Oct.  15,  1937 ;  James  Lee,  born  May  12  1943, 
Walla  Walla,  Wash;  Sharon  Marie,  born  March  1,  1946, 
Walla  Walla,  Wash.  Present  address  Prescott,  Wash. 
Farms  1000  acres  wheat  farm. 

Lavonne  Gladys  Bicknell,  born  May  30,  1904,  near 
Ritzville,  Washington.  Married  Sept.  18,  1924  in  Walla 
Walla  Wash,  to  John  Ellsworth  Kenney,  born  Oct.  9,  1895 
in  Redwood  Falls,  Minn.  Two  children  born  to  John  and 
Lavonne:  Beverly  Marilyn,  born  July  11,  1929  at  Walla 
Walla,  Wash.;  Ronald  John,  born  Nov.  22,  1931,  at  Walla 
Walla,  Washington.  Farmed  wheat  farms  Walla  Walla  and 
Dayton,  Wash. 

Beverly  Marilyn  Kenney,  married  August  8,  1947  to 
Fred  Ilurlburt  at  Lewistown,  Idaho.  One  child  born  to 
Beverly  and  Fred :  Nikie  Lynn,  born  April  14,  1948,  Calton, 
Wash.  Divorced  from  Fred  Hurlburt  1949.  Married  May 
27,  195C  to  Vyrl  Dean  Aker,  born  June  14,  1931,  at  Day- 
ton  Wash.  Three  children  born  to  Vyrl  and  Beverly:  Darel 
Dean,  Dorn  May  16,  1951,  Dayton,  Wash.;  Kim  Denise, 
born  July  25,  1952,  Dayton,  Wash.;  Kenne  Gene,  born 
Dec.  30,  1954,  Walla  Walla,  Wash.  Present  address:  712 
E.  15th  St.,  The  Dalles,  Oregon. 

Ronald  John  Kenney,  married  July  22,  1950  to  Martha 
Ann  Boseley,  born  Feb.  24,  1935  at  Dayton.  Wash.  Four 
children  born  to  Ronald  and  Martha:  Rebecca  Lee,  born 
June  2,  1952,  Dayton,  Wash.;  Sandra  Marie,  born  April 
16,  1954,  Dayton,  Wash. ;  Lavonne  Ann,  born  April  11, 
1955,  Dayton,  Wash;  John  William,  born  July  29,  1956, 

Dayton,  Wash.  Present  address:  Rt.  1,  Waitsburg,  Wash. 
Farms  1740  acre  wheat  farm,  Dayton,  Wash. 

WAR  SERVICE  OF  BICKNELL  FAMILY 

Floyd  was  Corporal  in  Marines  in  World  War  I.  Train¬ 
ed  in  California  and  Norwalk,  Virginia;  2  years  in  Ger¬ 
many  and  Belgium ;  one  year  in  Nome,  Alaska.  In  Construe^ 
tion  work. 

Murril  was  in  the  Navy  Medical  Corps,  Pharmacist 
Mate,  1st  class.  He  made  22  trips  to  France  to  bring 
wounded  soldiers  home  on  USS  Northern  Pacific  in  World# 
War  I. 

John  Kenney  was  in  Army,  W.  W.  I.  Trained  at  Camp 
Grant,  Illinois.  Was  sick  with  flu  when  his  company  went 
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overseas,  so  could  not  go 

Lester  Bicknell  was  in  W.  W.  II.  Served  in  Soioman 
and  Marshall  Islands  in  the  army. 

Forest  Bicknell  was  in  Korean  War.  Served  in  New 
Mexico  and  in  Bermuda.  Lived  in  Bermuda  2  or  3  years. 

Many  of  the  homesteaders  in  Adams  County,  Wash¬ 
ington,  were  from  Russia.  Where  they  lived  in  Russia,  had 
been  part  of  Germany  at  one  time  so  they  spoke  German. 
They  wanted  to  get  a  home  in  America.  Had  little  money 
when  they  came,  but  were  willing  to  work  hard.  They 
bought  range  horses  and  broke  them  to  work.  One  family 
wanted  chickens,  so  borrowed  from  neighbor  a  setting  hen 
and  eggs  to  put  under  her.  After  she  hatched  the  chickens 
they  kept  her  until  she  laid  eggs  to  return.  They  had  a, 
start  in  chickens.  They  were  not  the  best  of  neighbors  to 
the  American  Settlers,  but  their  families  are  still  there, 
when  most  of  the  Americans  are  gone. 
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